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ELSIE THE MANIAC; 
OR, BRIGHT DAYS. 
i BY EMMA H. COTE. 

„I suppose everybody has seen bright days, marked by some 

peculiar beauty, stamped upon the memory by some joyous 

`- event, some thrilling incident, or blessed to us by some grave, 
but significant lesson destined to impress itself upon the whole 
life. Ihave had many such—they are my landmarks in the 

` voyage of life, whose beacon-lights chine out amid the storm 
and darkness with an unfailing brightness, I date from thege 
days in the inner life, and all the common events of everyday 
life group themselves around them. 

Qne of these bright days was that on which I became ac- 
quainted with the widow W „an aged woman who lives 
on the banks of the Monongahela ;. and I propose to relate an 
incident in her life, which, to my fancy, well deserves to be re- 
corded. I shall relate the circumstances of my visit to her 
precisely as they occurred, well assured that no rhetoric of 
mine could enhance their interest. 

The widow is still living, but there is little danger of her 


being shocked at the sight of her name in print, for she takes 
no newspapers, and even if she did, and were to read every 
word here set down, I doubt whether it would ever enter into her 
mind to imagine that she was herself the heroine of the story. 
She would probably be struck by the resemblance of the inci- 
dents to those of her own life, but she would simply set it 
down as a remarkable coincidence, nothing more, so unconscious 
is she, hid away in that nook. How beautifully, how sublime-- 
ly she has fulfilled that life of charity living in the heart of 
Christ. I had a friend residing in a dilapidated little village 
on the banks of the beautiful Monongahela not far from the 
great “ Iron City,” and accepted one day, an invitation to vis- 
it him, in company with a lady friend. 

It was an autumn Indian summer air, and the motive for 
the invitation at this particular time was the uncommon beauty 
of the weather, and the almost miraculous coloring of the foli- 
age on the hills bordering the lovely stream. Our friend the 
presiding genius of his village, a wit, and a genius, with nat- 
ural endowments enough to have furnished respectably at least 

_ & dogen ordinary men, was also the most incorrigible of slovens 
and do nothings, and the village was the very epitome of him- 
self, and seemed to have grown out of him, and to dangle on 
him as naturally as the long ragged grey moss on the wild 
scraggy branches of the autumn pine. 

His house and grounds which were once, and still are, beau- 
tiful in neglect and premature decay, are situated on an emi- 
nence which overlooks the town. Nature seems to have lav- 
ished her choicest gifts on this favored spot—every line of al- 
ternate hill and dale is of exquisile grace and delicacy, and 
the river, darkened under the shadow of a projecting cliff, or 
sparkling in the open sunlight, presents every variety of love- 
liness. I fancied as I looked down upon the lazy little town, 
that its untidy community, with its gifted but hair-brained ge- 
nius was bewitched and spell-bound by the spirit of beauty, 
for it seemed to lay there basking in the sun, and dreaming 
away its life, apparently as totally untouched by the spirit of 
the age, and as innocently unconscious of power-presses and 
steam-engines as was La Mancha of old and its Quixotic Don. 

On the second day of our visit, having occasion, as he in- 
formed us, to visit a widow, living about five miles distant, on 
some business of hers (he being her legal adviser), proposed 
‘to us to accompany him, promising us a pleasant drive through 
an interesting part of the country, and a hospitable reception 
from his client. There were at first many serious apprehen- 
sions with regard to our mode of conveyance, for the village 
contained nothing so complicated in the way of machinery as 
a double carriage ; but after a deal of discussion and any 
amount of scampering of men and boys in all directions, two 

` nondescripts in the way of buggies made their apppearance, 
and we set out. Our gentleman escort drove my city friend 
in one, while I, as the bravest of the ladies presént, undertook 
a second Rosinante accompanied by his wife. 

The singular antics of this amiable animal might form the sub- 
ject of a separate chapter, but as my space is limited, I do not 
propose to immortalize him in this narrative. The afternoon 
was glorious, but we make use of this word on every trivial 
occasion, and L am apprehensive now that it can convey no ade- 
quate idea of the bewildering loveliness of the earth and sky on 
this memorable day. 3 

It was Autumn, as I have said, and though still early, the 
hoary old magician, Frost, had been there before us—had waved. 
his enchantedWwand over hill and dale, and lo! the forest of 
sober green had blossomed like a parterre. Owing, I presume, to 
the peculiar favorable disposition of the various kinds of trees 
on these hills, and partly, as our friend suggested, to the early 
appearance of the frost this season, the display was unusually 
splendid ; certainly I had traveled a great deal through our 
western forests, and I have seen nothing like this. 

There was also on this day a radiance in the atmosphere, a life 
and significance in every object, a spirit in every leaf and blade 
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of grass, that seemed but waiting the utterance of some magic 
word to embody itself in human form, and speak. I asked 
myself in vain for the explanation of the mystery of this beau- 
ty. Was it only some favorable mood of my own mind that 
thus invested everything around me with a supernatural glory, 
or had we indeed chanced upon a spot where benignant spirits 
in mighty couclave discussed some question of human destiny ? 
The air seemed fu!l of listening ears, and halting often in order 
to enjoy tke stillness unbroken by even the slight sound of our 
wheels on the level road, we sat speechless, or whispered only 
in monosyllables, from the startling conviction that an invisible 
concourse surrounded us. The road, winding between hills 
rising on either side, presented at every turn some new 
beauty, and the gorgeousness of the coloring no words could 
describe ; every shade of red, from the delicate rose to the 
deepest crimson ; all the yellows, from the palest straw color 
to the darkest orange; then the green; some still fresh and 
tender as in early spring; others of the richest olive; not 
one of the brown tiats was wanting, and all distributed as by 
the hand of an artist in the hour of inspiration. 

It was indeed the hand of the Supreme Artist before whose 
perfect work we stand in wonder, and which we vainly strive 
to paint in words. Passing slowly on, we finally entered a 
small beach grove, and emerging on the opposite side from the 
road, found ourselves in front of a plain, long, farm-house.— 
An orchard, and a few grain fields surrounded the house, and 
a porch extending along one of its sides was full of flowers in 
pots; but a small garden with a half-open gate at the side of 
the house instantly attracted our attention, and the widow, who 
made her appearance at the door as we paused bofore it, seeing 
our eyes fixed in that direction, asked us to go in and help our- 
seives to flowers,—we did not hesitate to accept and profit by 
her offer, for flowers are rare in the smoky city, and we learn 
to appreciate them accordingly. 


The little garden was delicious, full of little fall flowers, and 
fragrant shrubs and herbs, common enough in country gardens, 
but which I had rarely seen since my childhood. I gathered 
my hands full of lavender and gold drops, and went into the 
house. The widow had retired to some private apartment, to 
transact the business with the lawyer, and my friend and my- 
self seated ourselves in the parlor or sitting-room. It was of 
the very plainest; a rag carpet on the floor, and every other arti- 
cle of furniture in keeping. There was a door ajar, apparently 
opening intoa bed-room. Sitting quietly, arranging our flowers, 
and chatting in low tones, our attention was suddenly attracted 


by some very strange sounds, issuing from the chamber with the 
door ajar, We listened, and every moment more intensely, for 


those strange, unearthly mutterings, we felt could only come 
from the lips of un insane person. We were breathless with 
a mixture of surprise and interest, and the kind of awe in- 
spired in most persons by the spectacle of a human being in 
this condition. We were entirely alone, and after listening a 
few moments, I ventured to approach the door—pushed it a 
little open and looked in. The room was scrupulously clean ; 
the bare floor well scrubbed ; two very common bedsteads, and 
two chairs. This was all the furniture the room contained.— 
One of the beds was occupied, but by what was only to be con- 
jectured by the voice. 

All that was visible to the eye was a something coiled up 
in the middle of the bed, entirely covered, so that it would 
have been difficult to tell where the head lay. But now tbe 
mutterings became more audible; passages from Scripture, most- 
ly sayings of Christ, generally incoherent, but occasionally 
with perfect distinctness, as ‘‘ Come unto me, all ye that are 
heavy laden,” and others of a similar character. There was 
something inexpressibly touching and solemn in the express- 
ions, so uttered, and we returned to our seats with countenan- 
ces thoroughly sobered, and quite disinclined for further talk. 


We had hardly seated ourselves when there was a little stir 
in the chamber, the door opened, and there glided swiftly 
through the room, disappearing through another door, without 
once looking towards us, a little, withered old woman ; her grey 
hair was cut short, and her face had that anxious pre-occupied 
look, so common to the insane. She was come and gone before 
we had time for an exclamation. The widow soon after re- 
turned, and I was immediately struck by the musical tones of 
her voice, and the benignant and elevated expression of her 
features. She was very plainly, but becomingly dressed, and 
though a simple country woman, had unmistakably in her per- 
son and bearing, what the French call “Pair noble.” I little 
thought at this moment what a life-long exercise of the purest 
benevolence, what an untiring succession of self-sacrificing ben- 
efactions, had stamped themselves upon that venerable counte- 
bance—what an unextinguishable glow of charity in her heart 
had shed its radiance over her features. She held some lively 
talk with our gentleman friend, reminiscences of old friendship, 
and anecdotes of early times. The old Bible was brought down 
from the top of an antiquated great grand-mother looking cup- 
board, to show exactly her own and children’s ages, and settle 
some disputed dates. She was just a little past seventy. 

And now the supper was announced, and we were shown into 
the kitchen, where the table was spread. The room was large, 
ard exquisitely clean, and the autumn day cool enough to make 
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the fire in the large chimney even acceptable. 


gered about the hearth, and I with her. 
the apparition of the little grey woman, but not -venturing to 
broach the subject, when again another door opened in a farther 
corner of the room, and she appeared. This time she darted 


in, glanced suspiciously around, cast, I thought, a threatening 


look upon me, and began making the circuit pf the table, 
grumbling in a querulous tone, something to the effect that she 
had eaten nothing in many years. 

A maiden daughter of the widow, who had superintended 
the supper arrangements, now came forward, and fillinga plate 
abundantly seated the unfortunate ata little table apart, 
where she quietly commenced eating, keeping up, however, the 
incessant mutterings, and casting, occasionally, furtive glances 
at the widow and myself. 

I said, turning to our hostess, “ That unfortunate woman is 
deranged, apparently.” : 

« Yes, poor Elsic, she has been along time in that con- 
dition.” 

“A relative of yours?” I inquired. 

« Qh no, not at all.” 

“ Ab, how long has she been with you ?” 

“Well, she has been with us now nearly forty years.” 

“ Forty years!” repeated I, in unfeigned amazement, “ but 
not all the time insane !” 

«Yes, she only came to me after snc was taken in this way.” 

« But you say she is no relative of yours, how”—I stopped 
short, not knowing bow to proceed—there was perhaps some 
secret. 

The widow, seeing how much my curiosity was excited, said 
quietly, “ I can tell you her story in a few words. Poor El- 
sie came to this country from Ireland, when she was quite 
young. I remember,” said the widow abstractedly, as if re 
calling the long past, “ when she was as pretty a creature as 
you could wish to see; blue eyes and bright curling hair, and 
the most beautiful complexion; she couldn’t have been more 
than eighteen when [I first knew her—she soon after married a 
countryman of hers, by the name of Wilson. I didn’t know 
much about him. They settled in a little village close by, 
and seemed very happy for about three years, though they 
said he was sometimes gloomy and discontented, and not al- 
ways very kind to Elsie. Suddenly he left her to return to 
Jrelartd on pretence of business, promising to return soon. 
Time passed on, and he did not come. Elsie worked very hard 
to support herself and her two little ones, but seemed very 
anxious, and depressed in spirits. Finally, after an absence 
of five years, he returned. Elsie seemed rejoiced to see him, 
and brightened up, quite like herself again. He gave her 
some plausible reason for his long stay. Elsie was too glad to 
see him to inquire very particularly-—he had come at last, and 
Elsie seemed so fond of him, and so thankful for his return, 
that matters were easily arranged. Only afew weeks had 
passed when a man came to the door and inquired for her hus- 
band. He was at his work; the stranger took a seat, saying 
he would wait until his return. 

“J didn’t know he was married again,” said he, simply, “until 
I inquired about him in the village yonder. I knew his first 
wife well.” 

«& His first wife !” echoed Elsie, with a blank look. 

« Yes, surely you knew he was married before; she died 
about a year ago.” i 

The truth burst upon her ; his long absence, his fits of gloom 
and despondency previous to his departure! A few questions 
and it all came out. He wasa married man when she first 
saw him—had deserted his first wife and in turn abandoned 
ber! I think Elsie was never quite right after this first shock. 
She lived with him a few months after, but there never was a 
moment’s peace between them. She left him, and he soon af- 
ter returned to Ireland again. She got some people in the 
village to take in her children, who were old enongh to begin 
to be useful about the house, and she wandered about, washing 
out by the day generally, but getting gradually worse and 
worse until she came to be what you see her now.” 

« Well,” said I, for the widow seemed inclined to stop, and 
she had not told me how she came to be there. She read my 
thoughts and continued, “ Elsie had worked for me a good deal 
during her husband’s absence; knowing how much she needed 
work, I used to send for her to sew, or wash, or clean; in short, 
to do whatever was to be done, and so being here so much she 
got used to us, and so felt more at home here than anywhere 
else, and when she grew worse she kept on coming and would 
stay first, days, then weeks, until she seemed to forget to go 
away. Poor creature! what could wedo? However, my hus- 
band became tired and dissatisfied about it, complained a great 
deal, and so at last said he would not have her about any long- 
er, so he sent for the poor-master, and they came and took her 
away by force to the poor-house, ten miles distant—poor Elsie! 
But she hadn’t been gone more than a week, or ten days, when 
my husband and I were awakened one morning just at dawn of 
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The meal was 
delicious—poultry delightfully cooked, cream and fragrant cof- 
fee—in short, just what one would desire after a cool drive on 
an autumn day. The supper over, the party all retired again 
to the sitting room, excepting the widow and myself. She lin- 
I was thinking about 
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draggled, and travel-stained. 
and old in a week. 


since.” 


“ But,” said I, almost too much astonished for utterance, 


“what a care, what a trouble for forty years!” e 


« Well, yes, she was sometimes very troublesome. She used 
to get away from us into the fields, tear off her clothes and 
lose them; but she is quieter these few years past, only at 


night sometimes she is very restless.” 


During the whole of this narrative, Elsie sat at her table, 
but as the widow spoke in low tones she could hardly have 
She was 
besides talking to herself all the while, quoting passages of 
Scripture which somctimes struck me as singularly apropos, 
but uttered so apparently at random, and in such an incoher- 


heard more than perhaps now and then a‘sentence. 


ent way, that it was impossible to suppose she had any design, 
or was herself-at all aware of their profound significance. 
At the moment when I said to the widow, ‘‘ What a care! 


what a trouble for forty years!” I glanced at her; she sud- 


denly looked up and said slowly,—‘ Inasmnch as ye did it unto 
the least of these, ye did it unto me.” 
oken 


They thrilled me to my finger-ends! Had an angel 


through her lips ? or was this unfortunate being vaguely còn- 
‘scious of the sublime and Christ-like charity, of which she was 


the object? I scrutinized her face—it was impossible to tell ; 
there was but the unmistakable expression of hopeless insani- 
ty stamped upon every feature. I stood before this woman, so 
unconsciously good, so simply great, mute with emotion ! What 
could I say? Poor worldling that I was, could I presume to 
utter ordinary praise of such a deed as this? Words seemed 


impertinent; but I thought as we left the house, what a meet- 
I fancied the angels 
As we wended our way home- 


ing awaits these two women in Heaven ! 
gathering round to witness it. 
ward, the shadows of evening were falling around us; the 
brilliant colors on the forest leaves looked dim; their glory 
had departed with the eun; and I thought, how transitory is 
all external beauty, and how short-lived the pleasure arising 
therefrom ; but the light of a good deed shall still shine on 
when the earth and all it contains shall have crumbled into 
dust. 
a eign A 
HAPPINESS, 
How®heap 

Is genuine happiness, and yet how dearly 

Do we all pay for its base counterfeit ! 

We fancy wants, which to supply, we dare 

Danger and death, enduring the privation 

Of all free nature offers in her bounty, 

To attain that, which, in its full fruition, 

Brings but satiety. The poorest man 

May taste of nature in her element, 

Pure, wholesome, never cloying ; while the richest, 

From the same stores, does but elaborate 

A pungent dish of well-concocted poison. 

J. N. BARKER. 
oh S EET 

MAKE WAY FOR THE PEOPLE. 

You know, if ycu are sailing the Atlantic, and all at 
once find yourself in a current and the sea aovered with 
weeds, and drop your Fahrenheit over the side and find it 
eight or ten degrees higher than in the ocean generally, there 
is no use flying in the face of facts and swearing there is no 
such thing asa Gulf-Stream, when you are in it. 

You can’t keep gas in a bladder, and you can’t keep knowl- 
edge tight in a profession. Hydrogen will leak out, and air will 
leak in through India-rubber ; and special knowledge will leak 
out, and general knowledge will leak in, though a profession 
were covered with twenty thicknesses of sheepskin diplomas. 
By Jove, Sir, till common sense is well mixed up with medi- 


cine, and common manhood with theology, and common honesty 


with law, We the people, Sir, some of us with nut-crackers, 
and some of us with trip-hammers, and some of us with pile- 
drivers, and some of us coming with a whish! like air-stones 
out of a lunar volcano, will crash down on the lumps of non- 
sense in all of them till we have made powder of them like 
Aaron’s calf, : 

If to be a conservative is to let all the drains of thought choke 
up and keep all the soul’s windows down,—to shut out the sun 
from the east and the wind from the west,—to let the rats run 
free in the cellar, and the moths feed their fill in the chambers, 
and the spiders weave their lace before the mirrors, till the 
soul’s typhus is bred out of our neglect, and we begin to snore 
in its coma or rave in its delirium,—I, Sir, am a onnet-rouge, 
a red-cap of the barricades, my friends, rather than a conser- 
vative.—Dr. Holmes. 

gS ge 

He that is choice of his time, will be choice of his company 

and choice of his actions. 
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day by some strange sounds in the kitchen, and alow voice 
talking, and a sort of scraping on the hearth; I got up softly, 
opened the door just a little, peeped in, and there sat poor Elsie 
on the hearth, trying to scrape the embers together to make a 
fire—such a distressed looking object, so neglected, worn, be- 
She seemed to have grown thin 
“So you see,” concluded the widow, “ we 
could not turn her away again, and she has been with us ever 


' The effect of these words at this moment was et wee 
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BAYARD TAYLOR ON THE CRIME OF CITIES. 

In a letter to the New York Tribune, Bayard Taylor gives 
many interesting particulars respecting the Foundling Hospital 
in St. Petersburg, Russia ; after which he proceeds to moralise 
as follows :— 

Let us not be so dazzled, however, by the splendid liberality 
of this city, as to lose sight of the moral question which it ine 
volves. No other nation has yet instituted such a system ; 
few other governments would dare do it at present. Whatef 
fect has it had on public morals? It has existed for nearly a 
century, and whatever influence it may exercise, either for 
good or.evil, must now be manifest. One fact is certain,— 
that the number of children delivered into its keeping has 
steadily increased from year to year; but this, as I have al- 
ready shown, is no indication whatever. The growth of its re- 
sources, the perfection of its arrangements, and the liberal ed- 
ucation which it bestows, sufficiently explain this increase. 
In the absence of reliable moral statistics, we are obliged, 
simply, to draw a parallel between the condition of the Rus- 
sians in this respect at present, and the accounts given of them 
in the last century. Judging from these data, I do not hesi- 
tate to declare that the effect of the system has not been detri- 
mental to the general morality of the Russian people. On 
the contrary, they have improved with the improvement in 
their condition, and the gradual advance of civilization. 
When I compare the chronicles of Richard Chancellor and of 
Sir John Chardin, two and a half centuries ago, with what I see- 
now, I can scarcely realize that they are the same people. 

“ But,” cries a Pharisee, “ this hospital affords an easy and 
secret relief to the sinner. By saving her from public shame, 
‘it encourages her in private vice! It removes the righteous 
penalty placed upon incontinence, and thereby gradually de- 
moralizes society !” I do not deny that the relief here afford 
ed may increase the number of individuals who need it, but E 
assert, in all earnestness, that the moral tone of “ Society” 
would not be lowered thereby, seeing that, where one licentious 
act may be encouraged, one awful crime is certainly prevented. 
In Russia, infanticides and abortions are almost unknown. 
In America, you need but look at what is discovered. God 
only knows how many additional cases of the crime most ab- 
horrent to human nature are perpetrated in secret. And yet, 
if some benevolent millionaire should propose to build such a 
foundling hospital in New York, pulpit and press would riddle 
him with the red-hot shot of holy indignation. Oh, no! Let 
the subject alone—your fingers, of course, are white, and were 
not meant to handle pitch. No matter what crimes are eating 
their way into the moral heart of society, so long as all is fair 
on the outside. Let the unwedded mother, finding no pity or 
relief for her, and no place in the world for her unlawful off- 
spring, murder it before it is born! This is better than to 
stretch out a helping hand to her, and so prevent the crime. 
Ten to one, the act is never found out; appearances are pre- 
served, and our sanctified prudery is unruffled. 

It is a great mistake to suppose that the moral tone of Bo- 
ciety can only be preserved by makiog desperate outcasts of 
all who sin. So long as we preserve a genuine domestic life— 
so long as we have virtuous homes, liberal education and reli- 
gious influences—we need not fear that a Christian charity like 
that which I have described will touch our purity. It will 
only cleanse us from the stain of the blackest of crimes. The 
number of illegitimate births would be increased by the di- 
minution in the number of abortions. Who willdare to say 
that the reverse is preferable? We boast, and with some jus- 
tice, of the superior morality of our population, as compared 
with that of the nations of Europe; but we should know that 
in none of the latter is infanticide (both before and after birth) 
so common as with us. We should remember that a morality 
which is uncharitable, cruel and Pharissic, inevitably breeds a 
a secret immorality. The Spartan holiness of the New Eng- 
land pilgrims was followed by a shocking prevalence of unnat- 
ural vice, which diminished in proportion as their iron disci- 
pline was relaxed. ‘ 

At any rate, we can never err by helping those who “are in 
trouble, even though that trouble have come through vice. I 
have never heard that the Magdalen Societies have increased 
the number of prostitutes, and I do not believe that a found- 
ling hospital would encourage seduction or adultery. To 
change one word in the immortal lines of Burns :— 


_ « What’s done, we partly may compute, 
But know not what’s prevented.” 
—_———— a MMM 


Reriaion.—Prof. Huntington, of Harvard College, makes 
the following ingenious analysis of religion : s 

« First, it is an idea ; and, as an idea, held by the under- 
standing, its need is to be cleared; its nurture is instruction ; 
its expression is doctrine. Perfect this, and you rid the church 
of intellectual error. Secondly, religion is a faith, andas a 
faith held in the feelings, its need is to be purified. Its nur- 
ture is spiritual communion, its expression is worship. Per. 
fect this, and you rid the chureh of superstition on the one 
hand, and unbelief on the other. Thirdly, religion is a life, 
bred in the practical force of the will; its need is freedom ; 
its nature is action ; its expression is righteousness. Perfect 
this, and you rid the church of its indolence and mammonism.” 
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-tional influx—-and at times can see, feel, and converse with 


- bya general opening of the spiritual senses,) succeeds. 


' itu uses, also its abuses and dangers. Of, some of the latter 
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TRANCE-SPEAKING. 

Our incidental expression of opinion on the subject of trance- 
speaking a few weeks since, has sadly disturbed the equanim- 
ity of two or three good friends,—we hope not more. One 
zealous brother “ comes down” on us in three pages of fools- 
cap, bristling all over with astonishment marks, and spiced 
with such complimentary passages as the following : 

“Yn your last AGE, you seem to come out in a ‘new garb.’ You 
now begin to denounce the cause that you have been advocating 50 
boldly and fearlessly for several years. In few words, you pitch in 
generally upon ‘Trance Speakers,’ as being of a low gift and of no ao- 
count, I think you are doing the cause a great injury, and if you in- 
tend advocating the ‘communion of spirits’ with their earthly friends, 
you would do well to take a better way of so doing. We are trying to 
bring out a trance-speaker, and have been for the last two years, & 
lady of our place, and she is now about ready to come before the pub- 
lio, and in comes your denunciation of such speakers being of any ben- 


In addition to this our quondam weakly cotemporary in the 


Green Mountain State suffered itself to be wrought into a | 


state of dangerous excitement by our alarming heresy ; which 
excitement, melancholy to relate, it was unable to survive. 
Listen to its expiring protest : 

“ You have struck at one of the strongest and most reliable phases 
of Spiritualism. Trance speaking in an unconscious state, is the most 
exalted, the most reliable, the most convincing as to its origin of any 
manifestation connected with the human organism.’’ 

“Iam fully satisfied you are on the wrong track in this respect, and 
will receive from the spirit-land an inferior class of instructions if any. 
How much advice do you expect to receive from the spirit world of an 
exalted character to be disregarded and judged of by inferior minds 
here. How much advice would you urge upon a lad of inferior capac- 
ity to be treated with neglect or disrespect. Not much; nor would ex- 
alted spirits urge wise and valuable lessons of instruction upon such 
egotistic minds as set themselves on the highest eminence of human in- 
tellect. 

« Your patrons in this State have, as a general thing, been converts 
of trance-speaking, and you, I think, pay those laborers a poor compli- 


` ment”? pe 


Besides these, even our philosophic friend Miltenberger, 
whose letter we print entire elsewhere, is “ considerably exer- 
cised” on the same matter. 

Now “all this distress is quite needless. Had our good 
friends clearly perceived“Our meaning—which, we must con- 
clade, was left somewhat obscure—they would have been 
saved this anxiety and consternation. At all events, we 
have adopted no new opinions on the subject; we have 
donned no “ new garb.” Our heresy, if such it be, is one we 

have entertained from the first, and that, too, in common 
with all intelligent Spiritualists we have ever conversed with 
on the point. : 

We did not say that the trance was in itself a “ low” condi- 
tion—nor that trance-speaking was of “ no benefit”—nor did 
we “sneer at” it, Our language was that itis “ compara- 
tively a lower condition.” Lower than what? Not necessa- 
rily lower than the subject’s ordinary waking condition, but, 
as the context plainly shows, lower than that of conscious, 
wide-awake INSPIRATION. f 

We do not question that the trance (we réfer to the state of 
external unconsciousness, generally so denominated) may be 
and usually is a more exalted, because more spiritual, condi- 
tion than the subject’s ordinary conscious life. -But it does 
‘not follow there is not a still higher state which he or 
she may attain. If persons imagine it to be the highest, 
and rest satisfied with it, they will be likely to go no farther. 

In the unconscious trance, a person may be susceptible to 
‘spirit-infuence, or controlled by spirit-power, and thus be used 
to furnish evidence of spirit-existence and presence, and to give 
utterance to spiritual truths, to the great joy and profit of those 
around. But in amore advanced and spiritualized condition, 
one can do all this and more, and yet be fully awake and con- 
scious. Then both internal and external senses are opened to- 
gether, so that one-can enjoy mental illumination and inspira- 


spiritual beings—preserving all the while the full exercise of 
the external faculties. This state is as much superior to the 
former as manhood is toinfancy. This seems to us s0 nearly 
self-evident that we will not stop to argue it. 

Our friend Miltenberger uses the term trance-speaking as 
synonymous with Inspiration, We regard it as partially so, 
but not fully. It is merely one form. of inspirational mani- 
festation. In all cases „that we have observed, unconscious: 
ness pertains to the earlier stages of spiritual growth. As the 
person advances in spiritualization, or “ developement,” 
he or she grows out of this; and the condition of con- 
scious ‘mental illumination, or inspiration, (often accompanied 
The 
same friend regards trance-speaking as coming from disembod- 
ied spirits who are wiser and purer than we. It may, and it 
may not. Each must judge for himself of its wisdom and purity. 

Our Vermont brother thinks it egotistic and impious for us 
to use our own jadgment on what is spoken in the trance. In 
our view, it is a crime against ourselves and an insult to Deity 
who has endowed us with discriminating and truth-determin- 
ing powers of our own, to neglect to use these and abjectly 
submit to the dictation of any other being in tbe universe. 
This brother also thinks we pay a poor compliment to the 
trance-speakers of Vermont. The most prominent of these,— 
Mr: Simmons, Miss Sprague, Mrs. Townsend, and we may add 
Mra. Huntley {now departed)—have each and all expressed to 
us sentiments coinciding with our own. The first-meutioned has 
repeatedly lamented to us that he had not been able to outgrow 
the unconscious condition, and the three latter have rejoiced 
with us that thoy had done so. Mr. Simmons wrote one of the 
most pangent criticisms on trance-speakers, including himself, 
that we hayo ever published. We have no fear of complaint 
from that quarter; nor, indeed, from any of the truly growing 


speakers’ of this class in the country. | 
The trance-condition, like every other human capability, has 


wo may speak in a future article. 


T H E 


SPIRITUAL 


EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
. Graxp Rapips, Mich., Dec. 25, 1858. 

Dzar Reaprrs:—My last letter, though written at Battle 
Creek in this State, was confined to matters at Sandusky, O., 
where the spirits are now entertained in some of the most re- 
spectable families, without being required eto have “ their cre- 
dentials” under seal of Br. Walker’s church. Perhaps there 
is no place in this State where liberal feeling and the increas- 
ing light of the New Time exert a stronger influence than at 
Battle Creek, where it is estimated that the spiritual and pro- 
gressive classes embrace at least one-third of the entire popu- 
lation. That they represent a fair proportion of the wealth, 
intelligence and moral influence of the place, no one pretends 
to deny. And yeteven there the blind hydra of Sectarian 
Intolerance lifts a smitten and wounded head, and discovers 
the fangs from which it has ejected so much poison into the 
hearts of men and the great body of society. 

The occasion of our late visit furnished an opportunity for 
instructive observations in this direction. The citizens gener- 
ally had formed themselves into a Literary Association with a 
view of sustaining a course of popular lectures, having given 
mutual pledges—expressed or implied—that no sectarian prej- 
udices or proclivities should be permitted to direct, divide, re- 
strain or otherwise influence public patronage to the neglect or 
injury of any party. The external aspects of the arrange- 
ment were all fair, and the evidences of fraternal feeling were 
remarkably promising. The first lecture of the course was 
delivered by Dr. Lord. It elicited unfavorable editorial com- 
ments in the columns of the Journal (a highly respectable lo- 
cal paper), and in the judgment of many it exhibited an un- 
due aversion to progressive ideas. The Spiritualists all turned 
out and formed not less than one-third of the entire assembly. 
Though the lecture was not in all respects suited to their 
tastes, yet their patronage was generous and cordial. Some 
who reside at a distance attended the lecture, regardless of all 
considerations of personal convenience, and rather against 
their inclinations, in order to carry out, in a generous way, 
the compromise between the living spirit of Progress and the 
dead body of Conservatism. But how this manly integrity 
and liberality was met and reciprocated, remains to be put on 
record in this connection. 


In pursuance of an arrangement prompted by good motives 
and productive of good results—but involving a compromise 
rather than either compliments or compensation—the under- 
signed was invited to succeed Dr: Lord in the course before the 
Literary Association. The subject—The Positive and the 
Negative Man; or the Relations of the Human Mind to the 
Body and to the External World—was wholly disconnected 
from the recognized facts and doctrines of Spiritualism. . But 
no sooner was it announced that your humble servant was to 
be heard in the Lyceum Course, than Sectarian Bigotry and 
Popular Conservatism were aroused from their dark and dusty 
lairs, and began to growl their disapprobation. The whole ar- 
rangement was at once presumed to be a device of the Spirit- 
ualists to ensnare pious people, and to indoctrinate the young 
with their subtle and specious principles and forms of infidel- 
ity. One lecture—not yet delivered—was put through the 
cool hydropathic treatment; and “the Lord’s People” with 
one accord resolved to entertain the lecturer with the ample 
provision which is usually furnished to unwelcome guests, 
namely, ‘the cold shoulder.” It was a season of trial all 
round, involving a sacrifice in more ways than one. However, 
it is worthy of observation that, the bills were saved. The 
weather being rather stormy, the committee probably thought 
it inexpedient to post them out of doors where they might be 
damaged by the rain. But it must not be inferred that this 
species of economy diminished te cold-water applications to 
the lecture. Those were frequent enough to be agreeable, and, 
withal, sufficiently copious. The members of the committee, 
with one honorable exception, were quite too irresolute and 
timid to do anything to secure an audience, and so the thing 
was mainly left to manage itself. It is written, “ As a man 
thinketh, so zs he;” and many of the professedly religious 
people of Battle Creek may possibly have discovered the re- 
flection of their own minds and hearts. They were very nat- 
urally alarmed at the sight, and fancied they saw spectral 
shapes with frightful horns and cloven hoofs. Of course they 
prudently resolved to stay away, and then, with great unanim- 
ity, they acted on their resolution. 


On the night set apart for the lecture the progressive classes 
were out in their strength, together with such other persons as 
had an honest purpose in the interchange of mutual pledges to 
pursue a just and impartial course. but beside the committee— 
who, yielding to an unpleasant necessity, attended as a matter 
of ceremony—there were probably not more than twelve per: 
sons from all the churches. J must not omit to record the 
fact that the Baptist clergyman was one of that limited num- 
ber. Those who were present readily discovered that the lec- 
turer had no disposition to seize the opportunity to drag in of- 
fensive ideas or sentiments that might be distasteful to his 
hearers. Such small devices were left to be practised by those 
in whose minds they are so readily conceived, and whose 
hearts may possibly furnish homogeneous elements and the re- 
quired conditions, 


How far the friends of liberal principles are required to ex- 
pose themselves to such insolence and injustice, by continuing 
to co-operate, in similar enterprises, with those who have so 
often treated them with manifest indignity,—betraying their 
highest interests, and pouring contempt on their most divine 
ideas and sacred memories,—may be a delicate and important 
question which every one may appropriately consider and an- 
swer for himself. If, in all similar cases, we are only to be 
used to our own injury, and for the advancement of what we 
conceive to be error, it will be far better to go our own way, 
though we may be obliged to go alone and at our own cost. 
Hitherto we have had the thankless task of serving those who 
have had azes to grind, until this species of subordination and 
servitude is becoming distasteful, oppressive and degrading. 
Union of feeling and concert of action are purchased at too 
dear a rate when reason, conscience and manhood are demand- 
ed as the price. Henceforth we shall be happy to lecture be- 
fore Literary and Scientific Associations—on subjects which 
are strictly compatible with their professed objects— whenever 
we can do so on such terms and conditions as are usually 
made with other lecturers. But where Literature, Science 
and Philosophy consent to creep like reptiles in the dust, and 
their professed friends are willing to wear sectarian shackles, 
and to pay the most servile homage to the gods of titled igno- 
rance, ancient superstition, and popular prejudice,—in all such 
places we shall expect our claims to be overlooked or dishon- 
ored. Indeed, while our muscles are in working order, we 
shall be very-slow to solicit the favors of such men and insti- 
tutions as defile the livery of learning, and commit sacrilege in 
thé temples of Art and Science, by leading them away from their 
own beautiful altars to the great masquerade of pious shams! 


The reader must not construe anything we have written to 
the disparagement of the friends of Spiritualism at Battle 
Creek. The sun, in all his journey, does not shine on a no- 
bler band of earnest and truth-loving men and women ; and 
this would seem to render the conduct of the opposition the 
more aggravated and inexcusable. At the same time, our 
friends in that place are so affluent in all the generous impul- 
ses of human nature—sgo rich in love and light, and so vigo- 
rous in the imperishable strength of conscious rectitude and a 
manly independence—that they can scarcely afford to feel of- 
fended. Much less should they relax their efforts to enlighten 
and redeem those craven souls who shrink from the light, 
while they tremble under the responsibilities of manhood, and 
even pause to take counsel before they venture to speak or to 
hear the truth. 

Having written what the occasion seemed to demand, Battle 
Creek will hereafter and forever—in the mind of the writer— 
be associated with pleasant memories of such as are pure in 
heart, exalted in spirit and brave in active life. I have 
learned to cherish al! things that are most agreeable, while the 
unpleasant experiences of this world are speedily forgotten. I 
will entertain the former asa ‘perpetual guest; at the same 
time the latter shall be dismissed as unwelcome visitors. The 
word of kindness is to me the echo of an angel’s voice, while 
the generous deed is a revelation of the Divine in the human. 
The simple flowers that friendly hands have scattered along 
the pilgrim’s path, are beautiful representatives of hopes and 
joys that live and bloom in the gardens of the soul. The 
evergreens suggest the imperishable realities of the great Here- 
after; and the pansies that blossom beneath the snows of De- 
cember, are fragrant and living symbols of tender thoughts 
that spring up in the wanderer’s bosom, when from afar he 
dreams of kindred and home. 


I came to this place by the way of Detroit (to avoid a long | 
stage ride over a rough road)—a journey of some 275 miles, 
arriving on Thursday evening, 23d instant, and am quartered 
at the National Hotel. The city of Grand Rapids—situated 
on both sides of Grand River—is sprawled out like a loosely 
organized child, whose growth has been rapid, mainly for the 
reason that there is no other accessible town of any great im- 
portance within a distance of fifty miles in any direction. The 
place is left to draw its support from the broad bosom of the 
Grand River Valley, which will, doubtless, at some future time, 
be to Michigan what the Connecticut Valley is to that State. 
At present, however, it is comparatively a wild, uncultivated 
region. The city, which contains some ten thousand inhabi- 
tants, will be a large and populous place if it is ever finished. 
But it is still, most empbatically, a “city of magnificent cis- 
tances,” and the national capitol must resign that title. It is 
a fact that not long since a family lived here, in the city, whose 
residence was out of sight of their nearest neighbors. More- 
over, the wild animals from the adjacent forests still venture 
occasionally within the corporation limits, and within a period 
of not more than two or three years, deer and bears have 
claimed the freedom of the city, and have been shot down in 
the streets. To be sure we hear that there are “ wolves and 
bears” in New York, and that they constantly prey on the 
more innocent creatures that venture near the Wall-street jun- 
gles. But it is not eo surprising that such beasts inhabit the 
great wilderness of Manhattan, where they are under muni- 
cipal protection. In tbis city there does not appear to be any 
law to insure their safety and they have no special license to 
promenade with the ladies, or to haunt the avenues along which 
the genius of Civilization is beginning to rear the monuments 
of Art, the halls of Science, and the temples of Religion. 

I expect to leave this place for Elkhart, Ind., on Thursday 
morning, 30th instant, and shall have a long stage-ride of 
some seventy miles across the country, to the St. Joseph. 


With the salutations of the season, Yours cordially, .s.3.3. 


_  £*Hoist by His Own Petard.” 

It is singular what an attitude opponents of Spiritualism ex- 
hibit in playing the executioner upon themselves, and even fur- 
nishing the rope with which to doit. Tor a fresh illustration, 
look on this picture :— 

t: NEWSPAPER VERACITY AND INTELLIGENCE.—It is with a sort of 
shame that we are so often compelled to acknowledge the untrustworth- 
iness of our newspapers. * * * Instead of being, as they ought to 
be, vehicles as well of correct information as of sound principles, they 
are, too commonly, through carelessness, ignorance, or from some mo- 
tive of self-interest, neither safe as counsellors, nor instructive as sourc- 
es of knowledge.’’—[Boston Courier, Jan. 5th, 1st page. 


Then or this :— 

‘* But there never yet was a case of pretended clairvoyance, which, 
when brought to a reai test, did not prove a contemptible failure.”’— 
Same paper, same date, 2d page. 

This last sweeping statement lets us into the Feltonian opin- 
ion (hitherto carefully withheld) respecting the pretended clair- 
voyance of Peter, James and Jobn, who are said to have seen 
spirits when on the mount with Jesus; also that of Stephen, 
Paul, Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, Elisha, etc. For if these are 
expected from the category of “contemptible failures,” must 
it not be only because they were never brought to a real (i. e., 
Harvard Committee) test ? 

ap ge 

“CONSISTENCY.” —A correspondent over this signature, makes 
an amueing and telling article by placing in juxtaposition the 


sayings of Dr. Randolph on both sides of several topics, dur- | 


ing his late lectures in Boston. It strongly reminds one of the 
history of an ancient medium who was sent for to curse the 
people of God, but the “ spirit of God came upon him” and 
compelled him to dless them instead! As our readers have 
been already well informed of the Dr.’s numerous and extraor- 
dinary somersets, and as he seems to have desisted from the 
work of exposing Spiritualism, we think best to give our space 
to other matters which press upon our hands. l 


ORTHODOXY ALARMED.—The Puritan Recorder, speaking of 
Henry Ward Beecher’s liberal tendencies, and consequent 
popularity, says :— 

** His utterances so bold and defiant of all restraint arising from the 
existing love of truth in the church, are, as it were, an alarm-bell ap- 
pointed by Providence to be rung out to awake us from our dream of 
security—to awake us to the reality that our churches abound in minds 
approximating to Universslism—the alarm-bell to awake at least the 
slumbering watchmen, that the gospel trumpet in their hands may 
speak again and give a certain sound.’’ 

2 

Cnepuziry or THE Reticious Press.—Zion’s Herald start- 
les its readers with the following “ astounding” announcement 
Tespecting the late miserable performances of Mr. Bly in this 
city : 

se k Mr. M. V. Bly, a notoriously successfal Spiritualist, has been 
exposing the tricks of the operators to Boston audiences of late, re- 
vealing ‘nataral magic’ and jugglery almost equal to any related of 
the Hindoo jugglers. His « revelationg’ are astounding.” 


WHAT DOES IT MEAN? ‘ 

No observing person can have failed to notice the unusual 
prevalence of social disorders, and of crimes committed in 
the most intimate relationships of life. These, as will be 
seen by some instances lately mentioned in our columns, are 
by no means confined, as some would have it believed, to Spir- 
itualists, nor even to the avowed advocates of a sensualistic 
philosophy. Practical « Free-Love,” so-called, is probably 
quite as common among professed Christians as among any 
other class of the community. Certain it is that restiveness 
and discontent in the existing marriage relation is a wide- 
spread characteristic of modern society. 

Nor is this state of things confined to this country alone. 
The newspapers state that the courts of England are literally 
thronged with applications for divorce, under a new and slight- 
ly more tolerant law than has heretofore existed. 

Thoughtful minds are beginning to inquire, What means all 
this commotion? There are those who are ready to attribute 
it entirely to a sudden irruption of Satan and his emissaries 
into our world. No doubt the devils of lust, selfishness and 
love of domination have much to do with this state of things. 
But is there not something deeper and diviner behind all 
these? We opine there is. 

The truth is, unquestionably, that the existing marriage in- 
stitution, or at least, prevalent marriage customs, are fearfully 
corrupt and false to man’s higher nature. This highest and 
holiest of human relations has been prostituted to the basest 
and most unworthy ends. It has been degraded into a mere 
matter of bargain, convenience, or sensual pleasure—both 
church and state have lent their sanction to the performance. 
But the universal Heart of Humanity is uttering its protest 
against such prostitution. The Head of society—governments 
and legislators—will be made ere long to heed this protest, and 
to recognize the fact thata union must have its scat deep in 
the affectional nature, and be sanctioned by the highest and 
holiest ¿nżernal monitions, to be genuine marriage. ` 

Where a true marriage exists, alienation, desertton and 
crime are impossible. These painful results of false marriages 
wili continue and abound more and more, till the lesson they 
are designed to teach is learned,—and learned effectually for 
ages to come. Society is now passing, or at least approach- 
ing a transitional period of the greatest moment. Old insti- 
tutions are being questioned and shaken to their foundations 
—those only whose base is in eferna truth wil] remain. Mar- 
riage and the domestic. relations, which lie at the basis of so- 
ciety, must necessarily first feel the shock ; and they must be 
purified and remodelled before society can be re-construct- 
ed. - 

These remarks, let it be understood, offer no apology for 
domestic infidelity, sensuality or crime. 
must and will come, there is still a woe to them by whom they 
come. But our purpose is to show that thoughtful and candid 

men—real reformers—will not waste their time and breath in 
mere denunciation of these legitimate fruits of human frailty 
and false customs. 


better institutions. 
_—__ 


ATHEISM—WHAT IS IT? i 
Horepate, Milford, Jan. 2d. 


Mer. Epitror :—While we expect to transplant into the Spiritualistic 
field many of the crimes and follies of Orthodoxy, is it too much to ask 
that in its high places we meet with comparative purity in this mat- 


ter ? 


You set out in a generally unexceptional prospectus in your leading 
article, in the progress of which we come to a tramp upon ‘‘Atheism,”’ 
by placing it inthe vile company of ‘‘sensualism and every evil 
Universalists preserve a certain religious 
position or character by denouncing ‘‘infidelity.”? Republicans de- 
nounce ‘ haters of the Union”? for political position and reputation. So 
Edmund Burke to pay for his maiden speech in Parliament in favor of 
the American Colonies, thought to acquire reputation for loyalty by 
Lord Erskine, to atone 
for his defense of the publication of Paine’s ‘* Rights of Man,” made 
silly haste to take sides against the subsequent publication of the 


work.’? Why is this done? 


running mad ‘upon the French Revolution. 


“ Age of Reason.”’ 


In these illustrations are betrayed the concessions made by a grow- 
To gain the last of majoritics they 
look aroung for some Jew, Dutch, Irish or Atheistic pelt-stock, upon 
which to pour out contempt or odium; sothat the most heterodox may 


ing, hopeful man, or institution. 


denounce something unbelieving. Hum! “t we own a dog.” 


Now I object to this from those as usually liberal as are the conductors 
Remember those who have borne the name of Atheist, 
Robert Hare and Owen, of the first magnitude, around whom revolve 
many who are libelled in the same connection. I quote from your paper. 
You will find the meaning of Atheism and sensuality very well ex- 
pressed in Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary; but nothing connects the 


of the ‘‘ AGs.” 


Yours in earnest, 
Iga STEWARD. 


two but the most arbitrary dogma. , 


Our friend is all wrong. 
Owen was an Atheist, in any sense of the term, 
Theists, as their works before us abundantly show. 


upon Spiritualism, in our opinion erroneously. 
respondent deny that Atheism has been so charged ? 


Again, when we come to define what real Atheism is, we 
think our friend will have little disposition to object to this 
In our view, all believers in miracles, (that is, 
in suspension or violation of law)—in vindictive punishments, 
human or divine,—in an arbitrary “ scheme of salvation,” de- 
vised as an after-thought—in the popular notions of vicarious 
atonemeut, forgiveness of sin and Divine favoriteism—as well 
as all who ignore the distinction between right and wrong and 
throw off all sense of moral responsibility—are real and prac- 
tical Atheists, however devoutly they may profess to believe in 
God. According to this definition (which we believe is the 


classification. 


true one, whatever Webster may say,) most persons of intelli- 
gence and probity, who call themselves or are called Atheists, 
really believe in more of God than most Christians do. That 
is, they believe generally in the immutability, eternal justice, 
impartiality, wisdom and benevolence, which are essential at- 
tributes of Deity, though theoretically they may be unconvinced 
of His personality and fatherhood. On the other hand, the 
Christian wolrd in general, while it theoretically acknowledges 
God, really denies Him in so far as it makes him changeable, 
partial, irrascible, and arbitrary, repudiates present inspiration, 
and usurps His prerogative by undertaking to punish wrong 
oing. 

We submit to our correspondent whether this practical 
Atheism is not fit to be put ona par with sensualism and 
every evil work. i . 

A writer in the Boston Investigator attempts to make capi- 


tal against us out of this same expression. The above isa 


sufficient answer. 


Though offenses 


They wilt look for the causes, and set 
themselves manfully to their removal, by the construction of 


ist. Neither Dr. Hare nor Robert 
Both were 
2d. We 
do not denounce Atheism for the purpose of acquiring reputa- 
tion, or securing anybody’s favor; but we reject it because we 
-thiuk it a great error and utterly opposed to true Spiritualism. 
3d. It indicates extreme sensitiveness to complain of our use 
of the term, in the connection in which it was employed ; since 
we were enumerating some things which have been charged 
Can our cor- 


B. F. Hatch and Judge Edmonds. 

B. F. Hatch, M. D., addresses a long letter through the 
New York Tribune to Judge Edmonds, who was one of the 
arbitrators in the differences between himself and Cora. He 
attempts to be very satirical upon the Judge's decision, and 
makes it appear that he had purchased a piece of real estate 
for Cora with the profits of her lectures and his manage- 
ment, and expended $1400 dollars in clothes and jewelry for 
her during the two years which he “ most happily spent with 
Cora.” He alleges that the reason why she desired to sepa- 
rate from him was his refusal to purchase a house for her 
mother. : 

Judge Edmonds replies through the Triduxe and farnishes 
that paper with a copy of the letter he wroteto Mr. Hatch, 
in which was a statement of a vice admitted by him. The 
Tribune bas the following in regard to that letter :— 

‘ We bave examined the complete copy of the letter to Dr. Hatch, 
Judge Edmonds sent us with the above communication; and we agree 
with him that the charges against Dr. H. which are contained in the 
portions omitted by that individual, are not only too gross for publica 
tion, but that, if they are true, they form an ample reason for the sep- 
aration of the parties.°’ 

ak ee E 
Is tne Inrerest Dya Our?—On the occasion of Miss 
Hardinge’s last lecture in St. Louis, no less than four hundred 
persons had their ticket-money returned, for the reason that 
they could not find a sténding place in the house. 


Correspondence, 


A Word from the West. 


{The following is one of several communications which have beem 
sometime awaiting room in our columns.] 

j Hirispars, Mich., Dec., 1858. 

Epitozs AcE:—If space will admit, allow a few lines to be inserted 
in your good paper, relative to the wants of the people, as I have ob 
served. My time since Nov. 17, has been spent in Michigan, as fol- 
ows: On the Northern route from Detroit to Grand Rapids, I visited 
Lyona, Ionia and Lowell, all thriving towns and alive to the work of 
humanity. Speakers seldom pass that way, yet they are needed, 
would be welcomed, and reasonably recompensed. H. De Garmo at 
Lyons, S. B. Brown at Ionia, and Dr. D. Cowles at Lowell, will re- 
spond promptly to such applications as may be made. Tbey, like all 
others, want the trae and competent, and no others. 

The friends at Battle Creek welcomed me toa course of lectures, 
which were well attended. This place is known by all. J. M. Peebles 
gives them the Light of the New Gospel semi-monthly; to which is 
added the warmth of his generous soul and the strength of his unwa- 
vernog manhood. Aside from this, occasional speaking is had from 
those who may call upon them having the wherewith to edify. 

Albion invites those who are supplied, to speak in that place. The 
friends have purchased a house formerly occupied by the Presbyteri 
ans, thereby keeping the channel constantly open, that the people 
may see and hear. Address Reuben Green. 

Adrian is a favored point. Good speakers can spend a Sanday there 
to good advantage, as well to themselves as to the many warm-hearted 
friends. Address L. Martin. 

Next is Hillsdale; here the friends are few, but the thoughts are 
many and penetrating. My first visit to this place was in September | 
last. Few lectures had been given up to that time, but they had beem 
such as one might expect from Warren Chase and G.B. Stebbins. They 
fell like good seed upon good ground, and roused the life-currents of 
reform. I gave three lectures to large audiences, and at the close had 
an encounter with Prof. Dunn, (spiritual adviser of the college in that 
place). The excitement was great, and David and Goliath were the 
principal characters before the minds of the people. It was necemmry 

for me to leave to attend to other appointments, and the Prof. and a 
Methodist parson poured their venom upon Spiritualism and Infidelity 
generally, each making it a subject for the following Sunday. They 
were foolish enough to suppose they were undoing what had been dome. 
I made a proposition for them running in this wise:—The Professor 
should choose a subject either philosophic or theologic in its nature; 
study it for three months in all its bearings, when I would return sad 
on ten minutes’ notice meet him before the public and there discuss the 
topic with him. The three months have expired; I have returned, de- 
livered two lectures to audiences larger and superior in intellect to the 
first—which speaks in unmistable tones that Spiritualism is not dead, 
but liveth and flourisheth. But the Professor, the Goliath of Hillsdale, 
I know not where he is. All Ican say is, I have called, but there is 
no response. In this condition the friends of Hillsdale wish to be re- 
membered. R. L. Andrews will attend cheerfully to those whose 
capacities warrant success, and a good audience will attentively lis- 


ten. 

Ten copies of the Ace are taken here and distribute much, very 
much food and light. ’Tis heartily welcomed anc sagerly perused, and 
pronounced the best. 

To-night I lecture ot Janesville, five miles distant, a thriving ro- 
formatory place. I go by invitation of I. B. Taylor, a man who loves 
to do as he would be done by. Wishing all well, I speak for the West 
when I say, ‘* We go for reform.” F. L. Wapsworrm. 

— e a amŘħÁÁ 
Trance-Speaking—The Raps, etc. 

Mr. Ep:rozn:—We of the West are considerably exercised jast now 
with wonder at what has got into you eastern people. To commence 
with yourself, you say that you are ‘satiated with marvel-seeking and 
sentimental communications, and even with simply beautiful dis- 
courses from favorite trance and other epeakers.”’ ` 

It is pardonable in the skeptic to sneer at*‘ trance speaking” (as 
we technically term it), but is unpardonable in one who understands it 
and the laws that govern it When we use the word trance, we 
megn INSPIRATION; but as that word has been -badly used in the olden 
time, it is always considered as coming-from God, we are compelled to 
use some other word to denote our claim, which is, that our trance 
speakers are inspired by the spirits of men and women wiser and | 
purer than ourselves. Surely, we can never tire of that, or we must 
give up progress and forever stand still; for I think it can be shown 
that all great men in any age that have ever stepped forward in advance 
of the world have been thus inspired, whether they knew it or not. And 
to know it is to increase, multiply and improve it. Instead of getting 
tired of it, we shall want it more and more every day; and better and 
better it will come, as fast as we are capable of receiving it. 

Look at the trance-speakers of ten yearsago, and compare them 
with those of to-day. Is Mrs. Hatch and Emma Hardinge no advance 
upon the earlier crude and scattered fragments that we then thankfully 
received, because we believed in progress, and knew that it would 
surely come? It has come, snd it will keep coming forevermore. 

To skip over to New York; there we find the Conference turned into 
the manufacture of gas from Coles. That learned gentleman has but 
to step a few squares to see Mra. Brown, and there his ears will hear 
rap, rap, raps that have confounded wiser headsthan his, and ever will; 
and . which neither he nor Mr. Paine, Von Vleck, nor anybody else 
can imitate by any mechanical contrivance whatecer, to say nothing 
of the intelligence communicated by them. 

Why, I have had myself a table palled from me in a position that 
gave me the advantage of leverage, so that I calculated the force used 
against me was equivalent to eight hundred pounds; and that while 
merely tips of the fingers of the medium were on the top of the table 
and would assist me in my efforts, rather than the spirits. Talk about 
such facts being explained by a hole in the carpet! Sarely the man 

that says so must have had a hole in his head not creditable to his 
brains. : 

It is all gas—pure gas, from poor Coles—for I venture the assertion 
that nine out of every ten Spirituaists in this country have been made 
so by the physical phenomena accompanying the mental. That was 
and is the lever of the whole movement. That. makes us call it 
modern Spiritualism. For ages had epirits tried it; only here and ther 
a few knocks were heard, snd men and women trembled and fied; but 
never were they successful till David Fox in the cellar of that old house 
in Hydesville asked the spirit to spell its name by the alphabet with 
the raps, AND THE SPIRIT DID IT. Then was modern Spiritualism 
born, never to die again. 

God bless the raps, for they have conquered death! 

Sr. Lovis, Mo. A. MiLrxxsEscEs. 


Aco Bork and Vicinity. | Bosim ad Vicinity. 


Bly’s Bope Feat. 

Though not quite upto time in the agreement mentioned last week, 
Mr. Bly rallied in a few days and came ap to the scratch in good con- 
dition, bound to show himself game. The preliminaries were arranged 
between him and Dr. Gardner, and the trial of skil was appointed to 
take place at the Tremont Temple, on Saturday evening, 8th inst., un- 
der the following conditions: 


Mr. Bly to select ten men who have tied the Davenport boys; Dr. Gardner to select 
ten men who have tied them; the same or similar apparatus procured as used by the 


Fewwar Evesssc, Jan. 71h. 
Question: The Trance, what is its rationale, and itz relation te Spir- 
Stualiom, iritnal ifestations 7 
PEE whee ia Tittle new to be ssid on fhis question here. 
Before the advent of Spiritualism, trance was supposed to be generally 
the result of magnetism. Since then, it is considered a spiritual phe- 
momenon, and we sre met with the question raised by Dr. Gray, wheth- 


exit is pot in every csee due to spirit agency. He was inclined to 
Orton, that it is a natural power of the individual—the 
manifestation of the normal spiritual faculties, while still in the body. 
There are several reasons going to establish this view of the question, 
and one is, the imperfections of the state. It is too subject to error to 
warrant the admission that it is always controlled by spirits. The 
Bible cases cited by Mr. Wilson, merely show that spirits were present 
that is, that spirits were seen—which isa natural sequence of the 
etate, and does not prove at all that they were active agents in the pro- 
duction of the state. However, he had not yet fally solvel the ques- 
tion to his own satisfaction. The trance is the easiest and most univer- 
gal method of communication with the spirit-world. Its heginnings 
are in the “‘hrown study,” or soliloquy. These sre common to all, 
and are the umbilical cord connecting the two spheres; and from this 
it will be seen, that trance is the most important because most general 
mode of inspiration, and stands at the base of the progress of the hu- 
man race. Bat as a demonstrable proof of apirit-intercourse it is alto- 
gether uncertain. A friend of his, not a Spiritualist, sat writing at 
a table, and in the same room was his little child sleeping in a crib. 
Yn a room adjoining was his wife, also asleep. The wife is called a 
medium. Suddenly the voice of his wife was heard, speaking of her- 
self in the third person: “‘ Mary wishes you to cover the child.” On 
examining he found the child naked. Now whence came that intelli- 
gence? Was it simply clairvoyance on the part of the wife? If 80, 
why did she speak of herself in the third pereon? The better theory 
ja, as the intelligence claims, that it was his spirit sister speaking 
through the lipe of his wife. Bat the case can not be regarded ss 
proof ofanything. Trance, however originating, is a spiritual phe- 
somenon, becuase it is spirit acting independently of the body, and 
when we see the body brought nearest to death, then do we witness the 
most worderfal displays of spirit power. Clairvoyants- who examine 
sewn, Cors Hatch, and other like speakers, ace only in a degree of 
trnce—not deep trance. Io olf times while he was a materialist, as 
every men would be who stopped with the discoveries uF Gat aad 
Mermer, saog his patients was « Baptist lady in Renae miom Be. 
ores ie the habe of patting mo the masce state. Ow one occasiom 


agree with Dr. 


piss be was about to wake ker, ke found she hadi dipped from bis| these believers may ey, as to how the Davenports have been tied. They 


Sagas Be cocld get mo reply from ber; ead on exeaiaetion be oend 
thet s wonderful cimage fed tikes place. She was decth-tike sad | 
Seid ot ion. He did wot believe she could hese been bent—she might | 
bere bees boskes—aad he cond diseoter so pulsosad mo setom of the 
kent Be wes sbligad to take of his eset, sad works over her kalf 2a | 
boar, io ier to restore ber to the state of trance fase which she kad | 
so sutiealy kagai Then, wien the esrmention them woes re- 
ened, be asset ker where she bed teen, sad she told him to Heaven 
to Wit her mtber Of ons, st thet time, he gene mo ereit to’ 
the nemat, but now, he believed she told the taii SEN he 
Lod pst prose it. Bot kow esme shein thet state zt all—bow wes 
the wrested from tis bends? Fs is impone with eortsinty to deter- ` 
mine. 

De. Osmos: Tronce is hiosly 2 result of the Inowening im 2 greeter 
or less degres, of the bonds of connection between the natural and súr- 
Stack paris, oo that the spiritus] faculties esm look oxtand act on the 
opeta glene. It may be induced by the action of drugs, by dieser, 
by menmeric passes, by the magnelic power of spisits, or by any cane 
capsbic of profucing a partial separation between the body and the 
spit which johsbits it. Some states of sleep farnish a ready entrance 
íslo ít Some enjoy it consciously by what would seem to be a natural 
sad orlesty process of development. It exists ins great variety of 
gredes, ranging from the simplest forms of inspiration, when we retire 
in deep thought within ourselves, to that conscious opening of the soul 
placing us ix conjunction with the hesvens, which is its highest and 
mest desirable manifestation; and is, as Dr. Hallock remarked, the 
real basis and lever of all buman development. The trance includes 
-olairvoysnce and much more. It may comprise the opening of all the 
senses to the spiritus! world; and if we are to comprehend the ration- 
ale of the exercise of its powers, s careful discrimination will be nec- 

‘The speaker was surprised at the positions assumed by Dr. Gray, an 
others, at the last session. It was held by them that the faculty of clair- 
voyance could not be exercised without the direct aid of a spirit ; and 
Mrs. French in explaining the modus of her clairvoyant examinations, 
stated that her attendant spirit made the diagnosis of the case, and im- 
pressed it on her wind. Now tbis is not clairvoyance—it isa commu- 
nication by impression. Clairvoyance requires a clear seeing on the 
part of the individual who exercises the faculty. It isa part or divis- 
jon of trance, and grows naturally out of deep thought and habits of 
abstraction; and that the capacity of the individual himself is sufficient 
for its exercise, is sustained both by an analysis of facts and our knowl- 
edge of the powers of the mind. The Mesmerist begins by manipulat- 
ing his subject. Gradually he induces the trance state, and an exhibi- 


ss 


| eomaxttes of three from each side to perform. the tying. Mr. Biy ac- 


‘gad phen bal am bsar consumed im this manner the number was oom- | 


Davenport Boys, and the same conditions, as far as possible; Mr. Bly and his assist- 
ant to be tied as the twenty men decide the boys have been usually tied, then placed 
in the box, tied to the seat the same in every respect as the Davenport boys 
bad been. If he (Bly) succeeds in releasing himself, and performs the other usual 
feats of the said boys, then one half of the nett proceeds shall be given him, and the 
balance be given to any society for the relief of the poor he (Bly) may designate. If 
he (Bly) does not succeed, the nett proceeds to be given to any society for the relief 
of tife poor Dr. Gardner shall determine. In case of disagreement on the part of the 
Committee, the receipts to be disposed of by a vote of the audience. 

At the appointed hour a crowd of four hundred, mainly of the mas- 
culine persuasion, gathered about the ring—we ask pardon!—assem- 
bled in Mr. Kalloch’s piace of worship, where the exercises commenced 
with a properly devotional voluntary on the organ. The champion 
then made his appearance and called for his seconds and bottle-holders— 
we should say, read the names of his committee of ten—Prof. Hors- 
ford, Dr. Wyman, Mr. Lunt, etc., and requested them to step forward. 
Ominous silence. No response. 

*‘There appears to have been some misunderstanding,” said Mr. 
Bly; ‘the gentlemen don’t appear to be present.” [Laughter.] 
* But I shall submit to be tied.’ [Cries of Good! you’re enough for 
vem! ete.) ‘* If there are any gentlemen present that have tied the 
Davenports, and aré skeptics, I wish they would come forward.’’ 

Mr. Bice of Charlestown and another gentleman mounted the piat- 
form. ‘*Now I’m all right,” eaid Bly; ‘I have a body guard that I 
can rely on.” 

Dr. Gardner now came forward and read the names of his commit- 
tee, all of whom were present except one, who had sent an apology for 
his unavoidable absence. 

Mr. Biy: ‘* You see it’s much easier to find believers who have tied 
the boys than it is to find skeptics. Will the audience accept these two 
gentlemen against two from Dr- Gardner’s ten ?”” 

Dr. Gardner: “I first proposed a small committee, but Mr. Bly 
would not accept less than ten. Finally he came down to six. Iwill, 
however, waive the conditions of the agreement. and allow him to se- 
lect any persons he may choose from the audience, to make up his 


namber”” 
Mr. Bly, to the sadtence: >t place sny dependence om what 


“ 


are not to be treated.” 
: Dr. Gandoer: Tam sorry Mr. Biy commences the seme were he 
‘svcd om his Servs evening at the Melodeon, by insulting the commit- , 


who ase all men of truth and honore; aad af lezet three of them, | 


shin I have selected, are skeptics” 


Ac. Big: «I mezat oo reflection ow the emitter; I speak of Spr- ; 


Heckets generally. ‘There is no dependence to be placed om their state- ‘ 
menie.” 
Assther appez wae made for geatlemen torrea Mr. Bis’s side; ' 


plete. twelve retined to the ante-room, 2nd shortly returned, bar- | 
ing eclected Me. Armington as chairman of te meeting, and aob- | 


ooupesied them, bulding in ins band some pieces of new stiff bed-cord, `: 


or clothesline. Mr. Dole, of the committee, tronght also a coil of 
supple cord. 

The chairman briefly sisted what was to be understood by “ the 
usual feats of the Davenportn.”’ He ssid: “It is expected that Dr. 
Biy [A soiee: He’s no doctor!] and bis assistant will be tied in the box 
here on the platfurm,—that they will release themselves; after which 
they will re-enter the box and tie themselves as firmly as besre.* 
[Cries of No! no! Yes! yes!—Go the whole beg, Bly! ete., with great 
eonfusion.J “<I trust,’’ continued the chairman, “‘ that order will be 
preserved; that ali have come for one purpose—to get the trath.”’ 

A voice in the gallery: “Are you a Spiritualist?” 

Mr. Armington: ‘Iam not; I am a skeptic.’* 

From the gallery: 4‘ Did you never call yourself one to any man?” 


Mr. A: ‘*No; I never did.” 
Gallery: ‘‘That’s enough.’ 
Mr. A: << Will the committee state to the audience whether that box 


is like the one used by the Davenports?”’ 

Mr. Bice: ‘*Itis not. There are holes bored in each end of it, 
which were not made in the Davenport box.’ [Confusion] 

The committee decided in contradiction of Mr. Bice’s opinion. 

Mr. Bly: ‘* Will Mr. Watson, the recentiy-developed medium, step 
forward ?”’ 

A fine looking, slight-built young man stepped on the platform, and 
was announced as Bly’s assistant. 

Mr. Bly, holding up the rope: “The Davenports always choose 
their own rope. I have provided here four pieces, each twenty feet 
long.” 

Mr. Dole and otkers of the committee demurred. The rope was new 
and stiff; whereas the rope they had used. to tie the Davenports was 
worn and pliable. The point was yielded to Bly, and the tying was 


tion of the faculty of clairvoyance. He tells her to look about and see 
if she can see any spirits. She looks around, turning her head to the 
right and left, and up and down, though her eyes are firmly closed.— 
Finally she reports that one is approaching, the'very one he desired to 
see, and acts as interpreter to a conversation between the man in the 
flesh and the one in the spirit. Now what evidence have we that spir- 
ita had anything todo with the matter, farther than to answer and 
come when called to on their own plane? Or, take the case of a som- 
nambulist—a person who gets up in his sleep, and with his eyes closed, 
can read through an inch board, and write with facility in the dark. 
Here no Mesmerist has been at work, and no spirit, so far as we know; 
and the natural and sufficient solution of the problem is, that by some 
means the spiritual part of the person has become partially detached 
from his body—has for the time being risen into the ascendant—so that 
he stands and dcts on the spiritual plane, and uses his spiritual senses, 
in obedience to laws corresponding with those by which he ordinarily 
stands and acts on the physical plane. The relations of the trance to 
Spigitualism, and to communications with the Spiritual World, are im- 
portant in the extreme. It opens the wonders of that hidden realm to 
our gaze, and brings us acquainted with its inhabitants, their opinions. 
and modes of life. In its popular manifestation it is susceptible of three 
divisions. First, we have the state illustrated by Mrs: Hatch, where 
spirits induce the condition, control the organism and use it asa ma- 
chine. This mode is not unattended with danger. It is liable to great 
sbuse, and exposes one to spiritual company which may be neither ad- 
vantageous nor agreeable. Second, we nave the state where a single 
- spirit places himself in rapport with ours, bracing and intensifying our 
powers while we remain in full consciousness. This too is liable to mis- 
direction and abuse. Third, we have the state where a man stands in 
conscious or unconscious rapport with the Spirit World and its knowl- 
edges, without the intervention of any particular spirit—except it may 
be in very special cases—and speaks and acts with the combined ener- 
gies of his own mind, backed by all the force which his affinities, good 
or bad, and the status of his development will enable him to lay hold 
of in the Spirit World. This is the natural order, and highest and safest 


commenced—Mr, Dole taking Bly in hand, and one of the skeptics Mr. 
Watson. 

Mr. W. to the tyer: ‘‘ That’s most tov tight.” 

Mr. Pierce, examining Mr. W.’s wrists after they had been loosely 
bound: ‘* Here, gentlemen—do you call this tying ?”’ 

Mr. Bly, holding up his hand with the cord tied on tbe wrist: 
ask the audience if it is proper to tie a man in that manner?’’ 

Two or three of the committee: * That’s the way the Davenports 
were tied.” : : 

Mr. Bly: “Is there a physician in the house? I want him to say 
whether it is proper to tie a man like that??? {Cries of Dr. Gardner! 
Dr. Gardner! No! No!] 

Dr. Gardner: ‘I have left the whole matter in the hands of the 
committee, and do not wish to interfere on either side.” 

Mr. Bly: ‘‘ The Spiritualists are trying to have the matter all their 
own way. The tying is done by Spiritualists, and they have got a 
Spiritualist chairman to favor them.” ([Hisses.]} 

Mi. Armington, amid much confusion: ‘I did not take this posi- 
tion to be insulted or accused of falsehood. I have stated to this audi- 
ence that I am nof a Spiritualist. {Applause.] If Dr. Bly desires a 
physician to superintend the tying, I have no doubt the committee will 
consent.’ Dr. Broadbent was invi upen the platform. 

Mr. Bly, sotto voce: *‘ That’s too tight; i can’t feel anything.’’ 

After half an hour of tying and pntying, tightening and loosening 
by one side and the other, the wrists of the two performers were se- 
cured; they stepped into the box, where, we believe, their ankles were 
fastened to the seat and the wrist ropes tied on the inside. The com. 
mittee were then requested to state their opinion as tothe manner of 
tying. 

Mr. Dole: ‘* They are not tied as securely as I have tied the Daven- 
port boys; [Hisses and shouts.] and I will tell you why; [Cries of 
Shut up! Sit down! Put him out! Bag his head! etc.] because we have 
not had sufficient rope; and this new rope is stiff, so that we can’t tie 
a close knot with it.” ~- 


«II 


aye : Mr. Pierce: ‘‘Mr. Bly is tied tightl i 
condition of trance. It is also the most universal. It is in this state Spe Tari ehad ” Bide Sitges Mae ee ea ee 
that the inventor invents, the poet writes, the musician sings; and that Mr. Rice: ‘I think they are tied tighter than ever the Davenports 


all the great thoughts and discoveries of the ages, as the general law 
lave been ushered into the world. ‘ 
Mr. Hoxr: As spirits approach us on our spiritual side, is it not 


reasonable to suppose that they give us their aid whenever that side 
_ Comes into the ascendant? 


were. The ropes were never tied on the outside of the box.” [You're 
wrong.] The box-door was closed, and the committee left the plat- 
form. 

Bly, in the box: ‘I think conditions are good. The first thing the 
Davenports do is to bolt the door (inside).’? But the door swung 
partly open, and Bly was seen stretching forward and striving to catch 
the handle of the bolt with his teeth. His nose, however, was the 
most prominent feature of his face, and it rebelliously persisted in push- 
ing the door beyond the reach of his mouth. He cutely diverted the 


Dr. Ozror: Iu his view, they may or they may not. When our 

> earth side is ın the ascendant we walk and act alone, or in conjunction 
with others. He supposed the law of the two planes was the same. — 
Dr. Hallock would recollect some experiments made at his house with a 


very excellent clairvoyant, Miss Simonson. Usually in her explana- 
tions in the Sp.rit World, she was accompanied and directed by a spirit 
claiming to be her father. On one occasion, however, she was directed 
not to submit to this tutelage; and after something of a contest with 
the spirit she apparently sailed off alone on an untrammeled voyage of 
_ Giscovery. The observations she then made were of unusual interest. 


J.B 0. 
-_- oo a 


Mes. Cora L. V. Haron lectured at Cooper’s Institute on Friday 
evening, 7th inst., to an audience of fifteen hundred. 


attention of the audience by calling for musit on the organ; and the 
Policeman, who was the sole occupant of the platfurm, shut the door 
for him. 

In about ten minutes a scraping was heard on the violin (which, 
with other instruments, had been placed in the box), and the crowd 
fairly yelled in applause. In five minutes more he came out of the 
box wrapped in a white sheet, with his face concealed, [Shouts, huz- 
zas, and cries, A ghost! A ghost! Humbug! Show your face!], and 
went to work diligently to untie the knots on the outside. To do this 
and release his assistant required nearly an hour. At last the two ap- 


SPIRITU AL 


peared with rope in hand, and were received with shouting, yelling, 
whistling, and every other noisy demonstration. 

Just before they appeared, Dr. Cheever, who is an occupant of Tre- 
mont Temple, and acquainted with the building, informed the audience 
that he had seen the whole operation from the loft abore, where he 
conld look down into the box. He was stopped from exposing the secret 
by the shonts of Bly’s friends. 

The committee were called on to report. Mr. Pierce said he had been 
four times to see the Davenports. They would instantly, on being tied 
and shut in the box slide the bolt to and fro; the six instruments would 
be heard; and opening the door instantaneously they were still tied; 
they would become released in two or three minutes; and in two or 
three minutes more would be found tied again so tightly that he could 
not untie them. 

Bly interrupting: ‘‘If the gentleman wants to deliver a Spiritual- 
ist lecture, he’d better hire the hall and pay for it.’ [Applause and 
hisses] 

Mr Pierce added: “If Dr. Bly will now tie himself as the Daven- 
ports—[Confusion which drowned his voice.] He wenton: “I have 
examined the ropes and find they are not as long as what they were be- 
fore the trying.” 

Mr. Bly: I furnished two long pieces and two short ones.” 
pare with statement above.) 

Mr. Pierce placed the ends together and found three of a length and 
one considerably shorter. [Confuasion.] 

Mr. Bice: “sI have been to see the Davenports and have caught 
them in their tricks. I have caught their hands when they were play- 
ing on the fiddle. I think Dr. Bly’s performance beats theirs,”’ etc. 

A gentleman was called on the platform to rebut Mr. Rice’s state- 
ments, but the gas was suddenly shut off, and his speech with it. The 
lights went out and the audience also—the latter very noisily; and the 
confased walls were left a little more than an hour, to demure them- 
selves for the approaching Sabbath. 

The reader of the above will doubtless pronounce the performance a 
ridiculous affair; in which opinion we shall more than agree with him. 
Not often will our valuable space be given to such matters. 


(Com- 


Metopzos Mzetrscs. In consequence of the illness of Mr. Fare- 
FIELD, the platform on Sunday was occupied by L. Jopo Panpze, 
We were able to hear him only in the evening. On that occasion the 
small audience present enjoyed an intellectual treat of rare excellence 
—surpassed, indeed, by few to which we hiveever listened in that 
kal The topic of discourse—The Development of the God m Man— 
was such as to lead the speaker to grapple with some of the profou nd- 
est problems cf human existence ; yet the style was simple, Incid, terse 
and einste, avoiding almost wholly the erratic and uncouth phraseolo- 
gy in whick Mr. P. metimes indulges, and aften rising to lofty elo- 
quence whick thrilled ami electrified the anmditor= An unusual de- 
mand por our space in this department forbids even an abstract. 

Mr. N. Feask Worry, of Coor, a trance-speaker unknown in this 
vicinity, bot who comes with high recommendations, is annoanced for 
next Sanday. 


Miss Axrory was unable to accept the imvitation to speak st the Me- 
lodesm Inst Sand2zy cm zocount cf 2m eagagement in Cambridgeport- 


| The fends im that place were unwilEeg to dispense with ber services; 
i the osion berg anc of specal interest to them, on account of the re- 
| cent departure of 2 Isved sister to the spirit worid. Miss A by special 


Fequest conducted the forera! ceremonies, and on Sanday gave a touch- 
ing discourse appropriate to the ocasion. 


x . amy 
Parious Stems. 
Soxwsanprima—An Ottawa paper says that on Friday night Ist a 

young French Canadian, boarding ata hotelim that city, got out of 
bed while asleep, and walked through two rooms toa window, from 
which he fell into a paved yard below, a distance of thirty feet He 
was taken up insensible and removed to the Boman Catholic Hcspital, 
where he Iies in a very precarious condition, having broken his back 
and shoulder bones. 


Fottowrxe Goop Apvice.—Some pious people in Kingston, Ulster 
county, N. Y., have recently been holding prayer meetings in the coun- 
ty jail, with a view of converting the prisoners. On Wednesday last, 
a Mr. Hamblin, who “ led in prayer,” earnestly exhorted the prisoners 
“ to flee from the wrath to come.’ That night six of them followed his 
advice and broke jail! A reward is offered for their recapture. It is 
not certain that the praying and exhortations helped them out of jail, 
but it is quite certain that praying won’t fetch them back. 


Tue Sprnits Acaixst Topacco-Cuewina.—Mr. R. H. Tripp writes 
from Hampden, Wis., to the Spiritual Telegraph, that the spirits have 
broken his habit of chewing tobacco. He says that ona certain occa- 
sion he was riding across the prairies in his carriage alone, when his 
quid of tobacco was taken out of his mouth by the invisibles, and his 
mouth made to taste as though it was filled with copperas ; and that he 
has never been able to take a quid since. The same writer relates that 
a medium, who was under spiritual control, wanted a drink of water, 
and that the spirits took him down intoa well twenty feet, to the water, 
and brought him up with a dipper two-thirds full. 

Sh S 

Int Benavion UNDER THE GAatLows.—‘* Albert Myers was hung at 
Columbus, Ohio, on the 17th ult., for the murder of Bartlett Neville.— 
Both had been convicts in the Penitentiary. Myers exhibited the most 
hardened indifference to his fate, scoffing and swearing at the clergy- 
men who endeavored to prepare his mind for death; and when upon the 
scaffold he hurled apples and oranges at the crowd, and swore at them, 
and indulged in various blasphemous expressions. After prayer by a 
minister he seemed somewhat affected, but repulsed the minister when 
he spoke to him. His conduct excited general horror.’’ 

Couldn’t the people of Ohio put that culprit toa better use? And 
that minister, too? 

eee 

A Bopy DIsINTERRED UPON THE EVIDENCE OF A GHosT.—A new set 
tler by the name of Van Wart, a relation of one of the captors of Andre, 
who had taken up his quarters in a house recently occupied by a widow 
then deceased, testified to the nocturnal visits of an apparition, whom 
the neighbors supposed to be no other than the woman’s ghost. From 
what transpired during these visitations, it was supposed she had been 
murdered by her brother-in-law for the sake of concealing some crime 
committed some years before. The matter was made the subject of le- 
gal investigation, and Van Wart’s testimony taken in full, under oath, 
by the magistrate, before a jury. The grave was opened and the body 
examined, to ascertain if her death had been caused by poison, probably 
the only instance in this country, at least of a corpse being disenterred 
upon the evidence of a ghost. The appearance of the dead was start- 
lingly like the description given by the ghost-seer, who had never seen 
her living, but nothing was found to justify the condemnation of the 
accused, who was accordingly released, and left the country. The phy- 
sician who attended the woman in her last illness, and was supposed to 
be implicated in the deed, also quitted the community.— Mrs. Ellets’ 
Pioneer Women of the West. 

—_— ee MM 

MADE worse BY IT. —There is a point in the following incident in 
the Trumpet: . 

“<A gentleman who had been a believer in universal salvation in a 
town not far from Boston, was carried away in one of the sectarian ex- 
citements, and professed to renounce the faith he had hitherto held. He 
came out a flaming Baptist. A former friend of his met him one day 
in the street, and said, ‘ How is this? I hear you have been proselyted. 
Is it true ?’ 

« < Oh,’ he replied, ‘I wish you could feel as I do, I wish you could 
feel as I do.’ 

« < Why, how do you feel?” 

«© Oh! so happy! so happy! I never was so happy before in all my 
life.’ i 

‘ct Well,’ said his friend, ‘have you had any change in your 
views?’ 

« ©Oh, yes, blessed be God, I saw theerror of my ways, I renounced 
my old belief, and I now believe the truth.’ 

« ¢ Well, well, neighbor, we now understand you. You formerly 
hoped that all mankind will be saved, and you were immeasurably 
happy; but you believe a part of them will be miserable forever, and 
you are so happy you can hardly contain yourself, Really, =i don’t 
think your conversion has given yous very benevolent disposition; and 
I must say to you, as Jesus said to the Jews, ‘the last state of that 
man is worse than the first.’ >’ 

Is not the reader, whatever his creed,—ready to respond, Amen? 


A G E. 
Compend of Facts. 


Were They Mere Coincidences? 
Mr. J. Jones, of Peckham, Eng., communicates the following to the 
British Spiritual Telegraph :— 

. On Friday the 27th of September last, I called upon a lady who is a 
rapping medium, residing some six miJes from my house, and whom I 
had not seen for sometime. In passing, I may say the lady was devel- 
oped about three years ago to her own amazement,—does not know 
what to think about it; in her presence articles are conveyed about the 


THE SPIRITUAL AGE. . 


BOSTON, NEW YORK AND CHICAGO, JANUARY 16, ifee. 


Letrers Excaivep.—H Thatcher, O Porter, J Pray 2d, M A Townsend, J W Kin- 
naman, W Norwood Jr, C Mulliken, W H Olin, G W Stuart, J A Chute, J J Taghe, 
A Couse, A Dunshee, M 8 Wentworth, J J Mo Farland, O Perry, B Blood Jz, BW 
Twing, C H Colburn, 8 W Bullock, J French, J J Davis, M 8 Townsend 2, W Reel, B 
Jewett, E B Smith, W Sheldon, J Bogardus, J V Mather, G W Beckwith, J Spano 
Jr, HJ Wiley, Btrickler & Bro, C 8 Whitney, H Smith, O Hall, I 5 Hitchoock, B 
Hardinge, P R Parker, J 8 Thomas, A Bishop, L Huntley, H Esty, E Page, Higgins 
Bros 2, E B Wheelock, F L Wadsworth, L Rice, L Bisbee, J Griffin, C Brigham, A 
Bishop, N K Sargent, W H Plank, H Love, È Titus, H Taylor, C G Tayler, A Kant 


room by invisible means, rappings, conversations by the alphabet, are 
continually taking place ; and in her natural state sees issuing from 
various persons lights of different colors, and she can by these lights 
judge of the mental and moral character of those she comes in contact 
with. Having made these observations, so that the reader may clearly 
understand the following incidents, I proceed :— 

On sitting at the table opposite to each other, the medium saw strings 
of light issuing from my fingers, and bands of light circling my head. 
Said the medium, ‘‘ How curious; I see a band up and down with pur- 
ple lines on each side, and red letters one under the other; they are 


H Dean, E A Van Fleet, R Rhodes, T Van Tassel, B F Newhall, JB Husted, O 
Keenè, B.Tarbell, J Lake, G B Stebbins, J A Wright, J D Babbit, 8 W Shaw, J L 


Cambritge. 


Norice.—Persons who get up clubs for the Aar, in acconisoce with the terms of 
the circular sent them, will please indicate when they forward the list what werk, f 
any, they will have forwarded as commission for their services. 


SPECIAL AND PERSONAL. 


E PN : Mrs. M. S. Towssxxp will speak at Waltham, Jan. 16th and 234; Quincy, Sith; 
getting distinct—the letters are k t a e d how curious;—I cannot make | Cambridgeport, Feb. 6th and 20th; Waltham, 13th; Clinton, 27th. í : g 
anything of it.” ` —_—_—_—_-e-_____— / 

I suggested that the letters be read backwards; we did so, and it The Boston Editors of the Acs, A. E. Newrox and Lewis B. Moxnoa, wi aa- 
read ‘* Death.” swer calls to lecture in the vicinity of the city. 


——__—_—__- 9+ ___——_ 


L. Jtron Parner will speak at Taunton, Sunday, Jan. 16th, and at Mansfield, San- 
day, 23. 


The medium then saw other letters:ef il wen asi. On reading 
this also backwards it made *‘ is a new life.” 

Surprised, I said will you tell me anything about it? 

Rappings then came on the table, and the letters were Aceraes. 
Pursuing the old method, we found it ** Search.” — 

Where shall I search ? 

“Try the fourth book.” F 

The fourth book—what book? I thought of several books having 
volumes, and named them. 

“« No,” was the answer. At last it was rapped out: ** In five days 
your. knowledge will be greater.” 

Here was news! something definite. ‘‘ Death isa new life. Try 
the fourth book. In five days your knowledge will be grester.’’ 

Many commcnications came during the evening by rapping, but I 
forbear relating them. On reviewing the scenes of the evening, the 
word “* Search” seemed ever to cme up im the mind as I was journey- 
ing home. The fourth book!—What book can it be? -Well, five days 
will settle it. 

The following Sabbath morning Mrs. Jones said: “ Jobn, you have 
never heard the Rev. D. T., of Stockwell, preach; it is a fine morning, 
suppose you go and hear him”? 

I replied, “I have no objestion;”” and with some diffealty found the 
church, some two miles off The preacher gave cut his text—Se John 
Chap. 10, verse 10—“I am come that they might have hfe”? The 
preacher proved that Christ was Divine. He came for a parpore. “I am 
come”? Why? “ That ye might kare life” Then Slowed iimstrations 
of the bodies cf men, birds and Aowers, while possessed of life, defying, 
controlling the surrounding element;—extract Ife, and the elements 
then surround and cantrel them, &e. I wes much interested with the 
sermon. At night in bed I was thinking cf the past scenes of the day, 
and it fashed in my mind, Why! St John’s Gospel is the fourth book of 
the New Testament and the sermon to-day was all sbout the “‘ new 
EZ” and the text was from the fourth book. How strange! then the 
word “ Search” came into my mind, and “Search the Scriptures, for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of me;” bat after vainly endeavoring to remember what part of the 
Bible it was in, I fell asleep. Next morning, the incidents of the pre- 
vious day were vividly on my mind. I took up the Bible, turned to St. 
John’s Gospel, and suddenly felt the influence in my hand asof old. It 
passed the finger of my right hand over the page and stopped ata 
word which I found to be ** Search.” The verse was, ‘* Search the Scrip- 
tures, for in them ye think ye have eternal lif, and they are they which 
testify of me”? Scarck—it isthe Scriptures [am to search. The 
combination of incidents was so strange, that I determined to com- 
mence reading the “* Fourth Book,’* so as know more of the ‘‘new life,” 
and I assure my readers that they will be amply compensated if they 
carefully read that Book. I found it fuller of references to the ‘* new 
life,” the eternal life, than any other book in the Bible or elsewhere I 
ever read. 

Now look back, and ask yourself the common sense solution of these 
two questions—Ist, Were they lucky hits? or, 2d, Did they show 
mind? Were the words over my head a lucky hit? Were the rappings 
a lucky hit? Was my wife's suggestion to hear a strange preacher a 
lucky hit? Was my finger moved toa text I knew not where to find, 
and to the very word, *‘ Search,’? a lucky hit? Nay, verily, mind 
was shown—foreknowledge was shown—and if a spirit can forsee, is it 
any marvel, that the Creator of that Spirit can see our evefy thought 
and intended action and so by a way we know not ‘‘ direct our goings.”” 


— - 

Mrs. J. W. Coarer, trance speaker and test mediam, centiones to answer calls fer 
lectures. Address, Lowell, Mass. 3st 
Oe 
Dr. H. F. Ganpsxe will answer calls to lecture in the vicinity’ of Bostan on week 

evenings. Address at the Fountain House. 
nn 

James H. Hargs, impressional speaker, will answer calls to lécttire on Sapdays. 
Address Box 99, Abington, Mass. « ae 

—_—_——--——-_—_ 

E S. Waerries, inspirational speaker and improvieator, will lecture in Norwish 

Conn., Jan. 16th, and may be addressed till Jan. 1th at New Bedford, Mess. 
—_———- eo 

Mrs. Marr M. Macownrgs, trance speaking medium, wil? answer calis totectare te 

any direction the friends of Progress may desire. Address Otoeyvilie, R. I. 2-46 
a 

A Corrvention of Spiritualists will be beid at Peunyan, Yates Co, N. Y., om the 
21st, 23d and 23d days of Jan. inst. Spiritealists from abroad are invited to attent, 
expecially speakers. Arrangements will be made for the accommedation of thase 
from abroad. Persons coming from the east by the N. Y. Central Railroad, will eave 
the cars at Geneva and come by way of Gorham. 

———_——-e-——____——. 

Mss. Fass Bersasx Fetrox will lecture in Northampton, Mase, Jen. 18th; 
fa Norwich, Coon, Jan. 23d; in New York, Jan. 30th, and in Bingbemten the 
math of February. Should the friends in the vicinity of Binghamton desire it, and* 
make early applications, she will spend a few months with (em Adress, ti 
Jan. 2th, © Willard Barnes Felton, Northampton, Mass.” 

———— 

Mss Exx Hagprsce will lecture at the West in January; in Febrticry at Boston; 
in March, at Philadelphia; in April, at New York; in May and June at Worcestcr, 
Mass, Provrience, R. L, Portland, Me. and Oswego, N.Y. together with soch adjacent 
places, on week-day evenings, as her time and strength will allow. Those who db sot 
knee how to address her a? the various cities she visita, shoukl eend letters to her 
residence, 19% Grand St, New York, from whence they will be punctually forwarded. 

— eMM 

Loxisc Moopr will lecture on Spiritualism and its relations in Mattapoisett, San- 
day, Jan. £h; New Bedford, Sunday, 16th; and on intervening evenings in eigh 
boring towns or rilages. I7 Will friends of truth are that all needful asedagements 
are made? 


——— mmm 
Grorcr Srearss, author of “The Mistake of Christen dom,” wit anewer calis, 
any direction, to lecture on the various Impositions of Ecclesiastical Authority, as 
well as on the Rational Evidence of Life after death, and Prospective Happiness 
therein. Address, until farther notice, West Acton, Mass. 
————————_2- eo 
Lecreess ox Sprerca.rsm.—The following are among the topics for the discussion 
of which the subscriber offers his services to the public: 
1. Objections against Spiritualism by believers in the Bible. 
2 Spiritualism defined and proved from the Bible to have existed during the first 
4000 years of the world’s history. ’ 
3. Modern Spirituahsm a revival of Primitive Christianity. 
4. The Philosophy of Communion with Disembodied Bpirits. 
5. The Uses of Spiritualism. 
6. The Abuses of Spiritualism. 
7. False and injurious views of the Bible. 
8. Inspiration, general. ; 
9. Human Reason the ultimate authority in matters of Faith and Practics. 
10. God, Man, and the Devil. ct 
11. Philosophy of Religious Revivals. 
12. Spiritual Growth. 
18. Our enemies our advocates. 
Lectures on the above topics will be furnished singly or fn coatees of five and siz 
lectures each. 1—4t Address, office of Spiritual Age, Joux Hovarr. 
EE Na PO ES 


MEETINGS IN BOSTON. 


Muss N. Fraxx Ware, of Conn., will probably will speak at the Melodeon, on 
Sunday next, at 2 1-2 and 7 1-2 o'clock, P. M. g 

Mestincs at No 14 BrRoxrfizLp St.—A meeting is held every Bunday morning, st 
10 1-2 o'clock. 

A Conference Mecting is held every Monday evening at 7 1-2 o'clock.” 


—— + mll 


i Test Facts. 

The following paragraphs are from a letter received from Mrs. M. S. 
Townsend :— 

Last week I had the pleasure of spending two or three days in com- 
pany with Mr. and Mrs. Currier. I met Mrs. C. on Monday evening, 
Dec. 27th, for the first time in my life, and had not been in her presence 
an hour before she was influenced by a cousin of my father’s, who told 


MEDIUMS IN BOSTON. 
Dr. G. A. REDMAN has arrived in the city, and will receive visitors at his former 
residence, 45 Carver street. Hours—9to12A.M.,2to5arnd7tol0 PM. A Pub- 
lic Circle will be held every Thursday evening, from 7 1-2 to 9 1-2. 1—« 


me his name without my asking it, and the names of some members of 


his father’s family. 
His mother passed to the brighter side many years ago, leaving a 
helpless infant to meet the cold, unsympathizing world, as he struggled 


up to manhood. This son left his native State for the city and its ter- 


rible influences and temptations, and ere many years was found among 
those who are called criminals. He was aided, and again walked among 
those who call themselves freemen, but to fall again. I heard of his 
case and wrote hima long letter, right out from my heart, and re- 
ceived one from his heart in return. 

The spirit controling Mrs. C. said,—‘* You don’t know how much 
good your letter did poor H Each word went to his poor, lonely, 
erring heart, like a sweet dew-drop upon a thirsting flower. Do go and 
see him as soon as you can!’ LTasked where he was, and was an- 
swered correctly. 

Now, I want to know how Mrs. C., who knew no more of my relatives 
and friends than a person in the Indies, could tell the names and loca- 
tions correctly, and referred to a letter written two years ago, which 
was known to only three or four individuals, and had very nearly es- 
caped my own mind. This test came to myself; consequently I know 
it. I witnessed many more, equally good to others, but in these times 
we must let each person testify for himself. I saw (in her presence) a 
large table loaded with eatables, around which eight or nine persons 
were seated, hop up and down four or five times ; and I do not believe 
any three persons at the table could have lifted it in like manner, with 
their hands under it, so as to take the best advantage possible. No 
hand was under it. These are facts which can be attested to by at least 
twenty reliable persons. 

They who understand the philosophy of Spiritualism cannot disbe- 
lieve; and they who do not may as well turn back and review the les- 
sons they have passed idly by. It is an education that must be gained 
sooner or later, and happy th ose who improve the precious moments as: 
they flit by, in gathering into their storehouse for knowledge, principles 
as they unfold in accordance with our good Father’s harmonic law. 


A CARD. 


Parer Mırt Vinuace, N. H., Jan. 8, 1859. 
To the friends of Mrs. H. F. Huntley: 

For the kindness, sympathy and liberality which have been manifested 
by Mr. S. A. Sinclair and the other Taunton friends of my dearly be- 
loved but lately departed companion, Mrs. H. F. Huntley, I would ex- 
press my deepest gratitude and sincerest thanks, which are welling up 
from the fallness of my deeply afflicted heart. 

To the home friends who have shown so much respect to the remains 
of my beloved, and who have given so much sid and sympathy in these 
trying circumstances, I here acknowledge my heartfelt gratitude. 

The large number of friends who assembled, both in Taunton and 
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J. V. MANSFIELD, Medium for answering Bealed Letters, may be addressed at 
No. 8 Winter street, Boston (over G. Turnbull & Co.’s dry goods store). i 

Texus—Mr. M. devotes his whole time to this business, and charges’a fee of $3 
and four postage stamps to pay return postage, for his efforts to obtsin an answer, but 
does not guarantee an answer for this sum. 

Persons who wish a guarantee will receive an answer to their letters, or the letter 
and money will be returned in thirty days from ite reception. Charge for 
guarantee, $3. ? 

No letters will receive attention unless accompanied with the proper fee. 

_ Mr. Mansfield will receive visitors at his office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Bat 
urdsys. Persons are requested not to call on other days. 39 tt 

Miss M, MUNSON No. 13 Lagrange Place, Boston. u 

Mrs. WATERMAN, Healing Medium by laying on of hands, and Miss WATER- 
MAN, Trance and Test Medium, 12 Eliot street. Hours, 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
Terms 50 cents per sitting. 

Mrs. DICKINSON, No 23 Eliot street, Beer, Healing and Trance Medium, gives 
communications concerning the Past, Present and Future. A 

Miss R. T. AMEDY, 32 Allen street, Boston, Trance Speaking Medium, will answer 
calls for speaking on the Sabbath and at any other time the friends may desire. ad 
dress her at 32 Allen street, Boston. o7 She will also attend funerals. 

Mrs. R. H. BURT, Writing and Trance Medium, 241-2 Winter! street—Roum 13 
Hours from 10 to 1, and from 2 to 7. 2am 

Mrs. LIZZIE KNIGHT, Writing Medium, 15 Montgomery place, up one flight of 
stairs,door No.4. Hours9toland2to5: Terms 50 cents a seance. 


Mrs. BEAN, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium. Hours from Q to LA. W 
or Medical Examinations, and 2to 5 and 7to9 P, M. for Manifestations, at Mo. 30 
Eliot street. 

Mrs 8,8. RUSSELL, Inspirational Medium, B St, Bo. Boston, next door- to Uad- 
versalist Church, cor. Broadway. Hours 9 to 12 and 2 to 3. Terms reasonabie. 
aaaeeeaa 

PHILADELPHIA BOARDING. 

M. A Hexce has opened a fine large house for permanent and transient boapéera, 
at No. 202 Franklin street, opposite Franklin Square—a beautifal central location, 
with the comforts of home. 3—tt 
p —— 

NEW BOOKS! 
Twelve Messages from the Spirit John Quincy Adams :. through Joseph 

D. Stiles, Medium. To Josiah Brigham. Price $1.90. 

The Philosophy of Life: By E. W. Loveland. Price $1.25. 
The above books are just published and for sale by Berra Marsz; No. 14 Brom- 
field street, Boston. Orders are solicited. aw 


THE PROVIDENCES OF GOD IN HISTORY. 

By L. Judd Pardee. Price 10 cents. Just published and' for sale by BELA 
MARSH, No 14 Bromfield street. katt 
TT, 

JUST PUBLISHED. 
ANOTHER IMPORTANT BOOK BY A. J. DAVIS! 

The subscriber has just issued a new work, written a few weeks since by Mr. Davia, 
In preparing his matter for the Phflanthropic Convention at Utica, he wrote out sev 
eral suggestive ideas respecting the Cause and Cure of Evil, or how to: “overcome 
evil with good,” which was the great question before that memorable gathesing of 
thinkers and philanthropists. This new production is entitled E 

THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF EVTL; 
WITH BUGGESTIONS FOR MORE EXNOBLING IRSTITUTIO“NS AND 
x PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION. 
Some idea of this little volume or pamphlet may be obtained from the following ta . 


ble of contents: 


1. The unity of trath. . 
2. The ante-human theory of evil. 
3. The inter-human theory of eril. 


saviour discovered. 
9. The barmeonial cure-of evil . 


These important subjects are all comprised in about 120 pagesectavo. The werk 
is printed on good paper and well bound, both in pamphlet covers and in musita, 
Bingle copies at retail, 30 cents; bound ih cloth, 50 cents. On receipt of price, the 
book will be sent by®mail, postage free. Quantities at wholesale, with reasomable dia 
- count, sent per order to all parts of the Union. i ase 
Truly, Levi Honrizy. Address the Publisher, BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street, Besten. Gh, 


Paper Mill Village, to witness the funeral ceremonies, and the kind 
words of consolation which were spoken by Mr. Fairfield in the former, 
and Mrs. Wiley in the latter place, and by others who took part in the 
services,—all contribute to lighten the burden of my affliction. ~ 
May the spirit of her who has so suddenly been called to the spirit- 
home still be allowed to guide and guard her tearful son and lonely 
husband, in accordance with her happy belief on earth, and still be 
more able to impart truthfal teachings to all who would learn of the 
nature and destiny of man. 
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Guteresting Miscellany. 


`’ SOMETHING ABOUT MAGNETISM. 

At no great distance from Constantinople, is the ancient 
town of Magnesia, once a city, and the residence of the great 
Ottoman rulers of the Hast, and the centre of Oriental splen- 

” dor. A pleasant ride from this old Magnesia brings us to the 
vicinity of the most remarkable iron mines in the world; re- 
markable not for the quantities of metal produced, but for the 

` , peculiar properties of the ore. The mineral here obtained 
_ has the specific name of leadstone, or (as now corrupted,) load- 
stone. If a strip of this stone be balanced on a point, it will 
‘turn on that point till it takes a direction which is opposite to 
the motion of the earth, and as the globe revolves from west 

to east, so, therefore, does the loadstone stand in a direction 
north and south. oT 

According both to history and tradition, round about Mag- 

- nesia, dwelt, at a very remote period, a civilized people; Men 
of thought and science naturally had their attention directed 
to the astonishing and almost life-like property of this stone, 
Nearly all of us have read, or intend to read, the-story of 
Sinbad the Sailor, in the “Arabian Nights’ Entertainments.” 
How long it is since that tale was written it is difficult to say ; 
but it is certain that it was as popular before the Christian era 
as itis now. ‘The loddstone of the tale is the Mountain of 
Adamant, which drew the nails out of the wonderful naviga- 
tor’s ship. We read in the legend, that ‘about noon we had 
come so near that we found what the pilot had foretold to be 
true,*for we saw al) the’nails and iron in the ship fly towards 
the mountain by violence of attraction, with a horrible noise; 
g0 that the ship split and sank into the sea.” 

Since the Crimean war, navigation has been much extended. 
in the Black Sea, and here is a confirmation. of the Arabian 
fable by a recent traveler: ‘Ships have lately run ashore on 
the coasts of the Black Sea near Sinope; and the captain of 
one that narrowly escaped wreck suspected that the compass 
had been deflected by magnetic influence. This suspicion led 
to an investigation, which has issued in the discovery of a val- 
uable mine of iron ore or loadstone on those coasts, the danger 
of which is calamitous.” Now if this, or the mines near 
Magnesia, (and both are not far apart,) be not the identical 
Mountain of Adamant referred to by Sinbad, it is certainly a 
very remarkable coincidence. | : 

The power which we call magnetism derives its name from 
Magnesia, because of this loadstone ; and as the subject is an 
old one, we ought perhaps to know all about it; but neverthe- 
less, it still mystifies the most profound philosophers. What 
we do know has been discovered by men of our own age. 


As we have before said, if a piece of this adamant or load- 
stone be balanced, it will turn till its direction is north and 
south, and then remain stationary ; but this is not all, for the 
loadstone has the power to impart the same quality to a piece 
of steel, which it does by mere friction, losing by the operation 
not the slightest power itself, yet giving to the steel no less an 
amount of power than itself possesses ; and steel thus treated 
is said to be magnetized. But this power of placing itself at 
right angles to the motion of the earth is not the only quality 
that a magnet possesses. The attractive influence it exercises 
over iron and steel is no less wonderful, and indeed so much so 
that considerable force is necessary to remove the object at- 

- tracted when once brought in contact with it. 


A number of mechanicians are now engaged in solving the 
problem—how to make this power useful for locomotion—and 
there is great probability that they may eventually succeed. 
Although we are not able to explain the cause of magnetism, 
yet we have ascertained that it is intimately connected with 
electricity, for we can produce the one from the other. The 
mariner’s compass consists of a piece of steel shaped like an 
- arrow, that has been rubbed with either a loadstone or magnet. 

When thus treated, it is called a magnetic needle; it is then 
fixed to a cord on which are marked all the points of the hor- 
izon; in this way it becomes useful to the traveller by land 
` and by sea, as he can direct his course to any point he pleases, 

knowing well that— l 

The obedient steel with living instinct moves, 

And veers forever to the pole it loves. 
Hence the old name leadstone is correct. 

Another remarkable property inherent in the magnet js that 
` of having a power, which we call the repulsive or repelling 
power; this is no less active than its attracting power. In 
this way the chemists have given to the mechanics two horses— 
one that pushes and one that pulls; and it is for them to solve 


the means of harnessing them to a vehicle—a feat probably: 


beyond the horse-taming powers of Mr. Rarey himselfi— 
. Scientific American. 
a M 
THE HERMIT AND THE VISION. 

It is told of a religious recluse, who, ia the early ages of 
Christianity, betook himself to a cave in Upper Egypt, which 
had been a depository for mummies, that he prayed there, 
morning, noon and night, eating only of the dates which some 
neighboring trees afforded, and drinking the water of the Nile. 
At length the hermit became weary of life, and then he prayed 
still more earnestly. 

After this, one day he fell asleep, and the vision of an angel 
appeared to him in a dream, commanding him to arise and cut 
down a neighboring palm-tree, and make a rope of its fibres, 
and after it was done the angel would appear to him again. 
The hermit awoke, and instantly applied himself to obey the 
vision. © i 

He traveled about from place to place many days before he 
could procure an axe; and during his journey he felt happier 

‘than he had for a long time. His prayers were now short and 
. few; but what they wanted in length and number, they out- 
measured in fervency. 
Having returned with the axe, he cut down the tree, and 
with much labor and assiduity during several days, prepared 
the fibres to make the rope; and after a continuance of daily 
occupation for some weeks, completed the command. 

` The vision that night appeared to the hermit as promised, 
and thus addressed him: ‘You are no longer weary of life, 
but happy. Know, then, that man was made for labor; and 
prayer also is essential to his well-being. Arise in the morn- 
ing, take the cord, and with it gird thy loins, and go forth into 
the world ; and let it be a memorial to thee of what God ex- 
pects from man if he would be blessed with happiness on 


earth.” 


tO nr 
Tan DivyeneNce.—A Baptist minister being about to testify 
in a law case, a certain lawyer, began his examination with :— 
s“ What are you?” To which the clerical gent. replied. “I 
am an humble candle of the Lord, of the Baptist persuasion.” 
« Ah! I perceive,” said the disciple of Blackstone, you are a 
dipped, not a wick-ed one!” eG 
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MYSTERIOUS WARNING. ; 

Not many years since, Captain S—— was passing 2 night 
at the Manse of Strachur, in Argyleshire, then occupied by a 
relation of his own; shortly after he retired, the bed-curtains 
were opened, and somebody looked in upon him. Supposing it 
to be some inmate of the house, who was not aware that the 
bed was occupied, he took no notice of the circumstance, till it 
being two or three times repeated, he at length said, “ What 
do you want? Why do you disturb me in this manner ?” 

I come,” replied a voice, “to tell you, that this day 
twelve-month you will be with your father !” 

After this Captain S—— was no more disturbed. In the 
morning he related the circumstance to his host, though, being 
an entire disbeliever in all such phenomena, without attaching 
any importance to the warning. 

In the natural course of events, and quite irrespective of 
this visitation, on that day twelve-month he was again at the 
Manse of Strachur, on bis way to the north, for which purpose 
it was necessary that he should cross the ferry to Craigie. 
The day was, however, so exceedingly stormy, that his friend 
begged him not to go; but he pleaded his business, adding 
that he was determined not to be withheld from his intention 
by the ghost; and, although the minister delayed his depar- 
ture, by engaging him in a game of backgammon, he at length 
started up, declaring he could stay no longer. They, there- 
fore, proceeded to the water, but they found the boat moored 
to the side of thé lake, and the boatman assured them that it 
would be impossible to cross. Captain S , however, in- 
sisted, and, as the old man was firm in his refusal, he became 
somewhat irritated, and laid his cane lightly across his should- 
ers. 

“ It ill becomes you, sir,” said the ferryman, ‘to strike an 
old man like me; but, since you will have your way, you 
must; I cannot go with you, but my son will; but you will 


never reach the other side; he will be drowned, and you too.” 


The boat was then set afloat, and Captain S——-, together 
with his horse and servant, and the ferryman’s son, embarked 
in it. 

The distance was not great, but the storm was tremendous; 
and, after having with great difficulty got half way across the 
lake, it. was found impossible to proceed. The danger of tack- 
ing was, of course, considerable; but, since they could not 
advance, there was no alternative but to turn back, and it was 
resolved to attempt it.: The manœuvre, however, failed; the 
boat capsized, and they were all precipitated into the water. 

“ You keep hold of the horse—I can swim,” said Captain 
to his servant, when he saw what was about to happen. 

Being an excellent swimmer, and the distance from the shore 
inconsiderable, he hoped to save himself; but he had on a 
heavy top-coat, with boots and spurs. The coat he contrived 
to take off in the water, and then struck out with confidence ; 
but, alas! the coat had got entangled with one of the spurs, 
and, as he swam, it clung to him, getting heavier and heavier 
as it became saturated with water, ever dragging him beneath 
the stream. He, however, reached the shore, where his anx- 
ious friend still stood watching the event; and, as the latter 
bent over him, he was just able to make a gesture with his 
hand, which seemed to say, “ You see, it was to be!” and 
then expired. ` 

The boatman was also drowned; but, by the aid of the 
horse, the servant escaped.— Catherine Crowe. 
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AN INCIDENT. 

A touching case, says the New Orleans Delta, was presented 
the other day to the consideration and charity of one of the 
Good Samaritans who now take care of the sick, relieve the 
destitute and feed the starving. A boy was discovered in the 
morning, lying in the grass of Claiborne street, evidently 
bright and intelligent, but sick, A man who has the feelings 
of kindness strongly developed went to him, shook him by the 
shoulder, and asked him what he was doing there. 

« Waiting for God to come for me,” said he. 

« What do you mean?” said the gentleman, touched by the 
pathetic tone of the answer, and the condition of the boy, in 
whose eye and flushed face he saw the evidences of fever. ` 

« God sent for mother, father, and little brother,” said he, 
“and took them away to his home, up in the sky ; and moth- 
er told me, when she was sick, that God would take care of 
me. Ihave no home, nobody to give me anything; and so I 
came out here, and have been looking so long up in the sky for 
God to come and take care of me, as mother said he would, — 
He will come, won’t he? Mother never told me a lie.” 

«Yes, my lad,” said the man, overcome with emotion; “ he 
has sent me to take care of you.” 

You should have seen his eyes flash, and the smile of tri- 
umph break over his face as he said, “ Mother never told me 
a lie, Sir; but you’ve been so long on the way!” 

What a lesson of trust, and how this incident shows the ef- 
fect of never deceiving children with idle tales! As the poor 
mother expected, when she told her son “ God would take care 
of him,” he did, by touching the heart of this benevolent man 
with compassion ond love to the little stranger. 


ee Ey ne ee ee 
A Curious Case. 

Madame de Genlis tells of a girl who had lost the use of her 
leg for five years, and could only move with the help of crutch- 
es, while her back had to be supported. She was in such a 
pitiable state of weakness, that the physicians had pronounced 
her case incurable. She, however, tock it into her head that 
if she was taken to Notre Dame de Liesse she would certainly 
recover. It was fifteen leagues from Carlepont, where she 
lived. She was placed in the cart which her father drove, 
while her sister sat by her supporting her back, The moment 
the steeple of Notre Dame de Liesse was in sight she uttered 
an exclamation, and said that her leg was getting well. She 
alighted from the car without assistance, and no longer requi- 
ring the help of crutches, she ran into the church. When she 
returned home the villagers gathered about her, scarcely be- 
lieving that it was indeed the girl who had left them in such a 
wretched state, now they saw her running and bounding along, 
no longer a cripple, but as active as any among them. 


A Singular Will. 

In a book called “ Notes and Queries,” we find an account 
of a singular will made by an inhabitant of Montgaillard, who 
died in the year 1822. In it the following provisions occur : 

“It is my will that any one of my relations who shall pre- 
sume to shed tears at my funeral shall be disinherited ; he, on 
the other hand, who laughs the most heartily, shall be sole 
heir. I order that neither the church nor my house shall be 
hung with black cloth ; but that on the day of my burial the 
house and church shall be decorated with flowers and green 
boughs. Instead of the tolling of bells I will have drums, 
fiddies and fifes.. All the musicians of Montgaillard and its 
environs shall attend my funeral. Fifty of them shall open 
the procession with hunting tunes, waltzes, and minuets.” 


Porgy ans Sentiment. 


“AS THE LOVE, 80 IS THE LIFE” 
As the love is, so is life. 
Lovest thou the beautiful ? 
Earthly roads are filled with strife; 
Earthly skies are gray and dull. 
To the beautiful awake, 
Thou shalt walk in sheltered ways, 
Seeing through the cloud-roof break 
_Heaven’s all-glorifying rays. 


As the love is, so is life, 

Dost thon truly seek the true? 
Error is a fatal knife 

Catting every heaven-link through. 
Truth is noble, falsehood mean; 

Thine the choice to crawl or fly. 
Shut out self, and live serene 

In the sunshine of her eye. 


As the love is, go is life. 
Art thou wedded to the good ? 
Beauteous bride and faithful wife, 
When her ** ay” was understood 
Truth’s deep heart was sealed to thine; 
Beauty in to bless thee stole; 
And the joy of the Divine 
Is the hearth-light of thy soul. 
— oM 
TO A 8EA-GULL. 
White bird of the tempest! O beautiful thing! 
With the bosom of snow and the motionless wing ; 
Now sweeping the billow, now floating on high,- 
Now bathing thy plumes in the light of the sky; 
Now poising o’er ocean thy delicate form, 
Now breasting the surge with thy bosom so warm; 
Now darting aloft with a heavenly scorn, 
Now shooting along like a ray of the morn; 
Now lost in the folds of the cloud-curtained dome, 
Now floating abroad like a flake of the foam; 
Now silently poised o’er the wár of the main, 
Like the spirit of charity brooding o’er pain; 
Now gliding with pinion all noiselessly furled, 
Like an angel descending to comfort the world; 
Thou seem’st to wy fancy as upward I gaze, 
And see thee now clothed in mellowest rays, 
Now lost in the storm-driven vapors that fly 
Like hosts that are routed across the broad sky, 
Like a pure spirit true to its virtue and faith, 
*Midst the tempests of nature, of passion and death. 


Lucy Laxcom. 


Rise, beautiful emblem of purity, rise! 
On the sweet winds of heaven to thine own brilliant skies, 
Still higher! still higher! till lost to our sight, 
Thou hidest thy wings in a mantle of light; 
And I think how a bright spirit gazing on thee 
Must long for the moment—the joyous and free— 
When the soul disembodied from nature shall spring, 
Unfettered at once to her Maker and King; 
When the long day of service and suffering past, 
Shapes fairer than thine shall shine round her at last, 
While the standard of battle triumphantly furled, 
She smiles like a victor serene on the world! 
GERALD GRIFFIN. 
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SELF-RELIANCE. 
Nor do I now despond. All my life long : 
I have held with most respect the man 
Who knew himself, and knew the ways before him, 
And from amongst them chose considerately, 
With a clear foresight, not a blinded courage; 
And, having chosen, with a steadfast mind 
Pursued his purposes. I trained myself 
To take my place in high or low estate, 
As one of that small order of mankind. 
Wherefore though I indulge no more the dream 
Of living as I hoped I might have lived, 
A life’s temperate and thoughtful joy, 
Yet I repine not, and from this time forth 
Will cast no look behind. 
Po ee ee ee oe 
Whoever strives against truth and nature will lose the race. 
— E E 
“ Labor is worship’’—the robin is singing: 
‘© Labor is worship’’—the wild bee is ringing; 
Listen! that eloquent whisper upspringing, 
Speaks to thy soul of nature’s great heart. 
Mus. Osaoop. 
ee 
The religion that costs us nothing is worth exactly what it 
costs, 
eg EES 
Nothing goes for sense or light 
That will not with oid rules jump right; . 
As if rules were not in the schools 
Derived from truth, but truth from rules. 
Borier’s HUDIBRAS 
eave Leyes 
Reason, like polished steel, must be kept bright by use, or it 
will rust. : 
PS CL eee Swen 
Oh! there is nought on earth worth being known, 


But God and our own souls. 
eS ee ees 


Utility is a prominent characteristic of truth. Whatever is 
true becomes of some use even when imperfectly developed ; 
whereas error only serves to mislead, however ingeniously it 
may be propounded. 


THE SPIRITUAL AGE; 


FOR 1859! 


BAILEY. 


A new volume of the SpIRITCAL AGE commences on the first of January, 1859 
NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE! i 


No pains will be spared to make the Aces in all respects a most valuable family 
paper. Every effort wili be made to add to the high reputation which it already en 
joys as an exponent of Spiritual Truth and g Pioneer Reform. In a word, it is the 
design of the publishers to give their patrons, in the fullest sense, 

A FIRST CLASS PAPER! 


The Miscellaneous Department, without presenting any of the trashy “sensation” 
literature now so much in vogue, will be enriched with spicy, stirring and instructive 
tales and sketches from the most popular sources, original and selected; witha variety 
of choice matter designed to meet the wants of both the heart and mind. Good taste 
and a high moral tone will always be observed. . 


On the whole we fully intend to make a journal which every Spiritualist will be 
proud to putin the hands of Bk€ptic or believer and say, “There is an exponent of 
my principles!” 

The Spiritual Age will be published every Saturday, ina large and elegan folio 
sheet, at $2 per annum, invariably in advance. One Dollar will be received for six 
months. To clubs, five copies for $8; ten copies for $15; to Boston subscribers, when 
served by carrier, $2.25. Specimen numbers forwarded free to any part of the world. 


Principal Office of Publication, NO. 14 BROOMFIELD STREET, Boston. 
New York Office at Munson’s Book-store, 5 Great Jones street. 
Address SPIRITUAL AGE, 14 Bromfield street Boston. 


CLUBBING WITH OTHER PERIODICALS.— We will send the Ace and Atlaatic Month 
ly, for $4.00; the Ack and True Flag or Life Illustrated for $3.00; the AGE and 
Water Cure Journal or Phrenological Journal, $2.50. 

Single copies of the Acs may be procured of 
Bela Marsh, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. B. F. Hoyt, z First street, and Union Depot, 


Federhen & Co., 9 Court street, Troy, 
A. Williams & Co., 100 Washington st., © A Hutchinson, 160 Vine st., Cincinnati, 0. 
John J. Dyer & Co., 35 School street, * §. W. Pease & Co., tt 
8. T. Munson, 5 Great Jones st., New York. Woodward & Co., cor. 4th and Chestnut 
A. 8. Taylor, 289 Third Avenue, s sts., St. Louis, Mo. 
Dexter & Brother. s H. Taylor, Sun Building, Baltimore. 
E. 8. McDonald, 78 Central Street, Lowell F. McBride, Post Office, Charlestown, Mass 
Philip Teare, Woburn, Mags. H. F Williamson, Lake City, Minn. 
E. 8. Ayres, Portland, Me. B. 0.. Old, Elgin, IN. 
A. Bose, Hartford, Conn. Geo. Judson, New Haven, Conn. 
8. W. Shaw Providence. Alfred Munroe, New Or} La. 
Barry & Henck, 836 Race st., Philadelphia. H.H. Waldo, Rockford, IL 
J.B. Randall, Norwich, N. Y. L. Bache, Wellsboro’, Pa, 
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S. T. Manson's Advertisements. 


MES. METTLER‘S MEDICINES, 

All these remedies are compounded according to Mrs. Mettler’s directions, given 
while in a state of Clairvoyance, and are purely vegetable, and perfectly safe under 
all circumstances. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Restorative Syrup.—For an impure state of the blood, derange 
ment of the Secretions, Bilious Obstructions, Unequal Circulation, Sick and Nervous 
Headache, Inactivity of the Liver, Constipation of the Bowels, Irritation of the Mu- 
cuous Membrane, ete. Price per bottle, $1. ` 


Mrs Mettler’s Dysentery Cordial.—A Stomach and Bowel Corrector. Price per į. 


bustle, 50 cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Celebrated Elizir.—For Cholera, Colic Pains, Crampe of the 
Stomach and Bowels, Rheumatic and Neuralgic Pains, Bilious Stomach, Fever and 
Ague, and internal injuries Price per bottle, 60 cents. 

“Mra Mettler's Neutralizing Mixture —For Bilious Obstructions, Acidity of the 
Btomach, Dyspepsia, Constipation of the Bowels, Headache, and Febrile symptoms | 
occasioned by cold or worms. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs. Mettler's Pulmonaria.—For Colds, Irritation of the Throat and Lungs, 
Hemorrhage, Asthma, Consumption, Whooping Cough, and all diseases of the Respi- 
ratory Organs. Price per bottle, $1. 

Mrs. Mettler's Healing Ointment.—-For Burns, Scalds, Fresh Cats and Wounds 
of almost every description, Boils, Salt Rheam, BlisteraySwelled and Sore Breasts or 
Nipples, Glandular Swelling, Piles, Chapped Hands or Chaffing. Price per box, 25 
cents. 

Mra. Mettler’s Remarkable and Unprecedented Liniment.—For Lameness and 
Weakness of several parts of the human system, Contracted Muscles and Binews, 
Rheumatic, Inflammatory and Neuralgic Affections, Callous and Stiff Joints, Spas- 
modic Contractions, etc., etc. Price per bottle, $1. 


Janes MCOLESTER, Proprietor. 
5—tf 8. T. MUNSON Agent, 5 Great Jones street, New York. 
—————$ aaaaaaaaaaaeaesasIsn 


SPIRITUAL BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 
CENTRAL DEPOT, NO. 5 GREAT JONES STREET, NEW YORK. 
Office of the Spiritual Age. 

8.T. MUNSON & Co., Agents, second door East of Broadway, opposite the La 
Farge, keep all the Reform Publications, together with a splendid assortment of Spirit 
tal Books, all of which will be sold at the lowest publisher’s prices for cash. All per 
sons who wish to purchase the class of Books mentioned, will find it for their advan 
tage to send their orders to Munson & Co., who will give instant attention to the de 
mands of their customers. Subscriptions received for all 


Spiritual and Reform Papers and Serial Publications. 

Books and other merchandise ordered at our establishment, not excepting Miscella 
neous and School Books, Stationery, &c., will be sent through the post office, by the 
Press, or in private hands, as may be directed, without delay, and all papers and peri 
odicals forwarded as soon as published. 


All Spiritualists and Reformers who visit New York, are requested to call, immedi - 


ately on their arrival, at Munson & Co.’s, for the purpose of registering their names 
By this means they may become known to the friends in this city, and thus theirin 
terests and pleasure may be essentially promoted. 


Merchants and others from different parts of the country, who want any of the 
Spiritual papers, should call at the office of The Spiritual Age, and subscribe. The 
location is central, and the whole establishment on the first floor, so that our custom 
ers are not required to ascend any lofty flights to inaccessible upper rooms to find 


8. T. MUNSON & CO., Agents, No 5 Great Jone street, N Y. 
a ere ee aaaea 
THE FOLLOWING ARE NOW READY. 

Avpress delivered before the late Convention in favor of extending to Woman the 
Elective Franchise. By Geo. W. Curtis. Price 10 cents, or to the trade at $7 per 
hundred. E A 

Tracts, by Judge Edmonds, containing eight in the series. These Tracts furnish 
a simple and comprehensive statement of the Facts and Philosophy of Spiritualism 
Price per hundred $1.50, or 24 cents the serie 

THEODORE Parker's SERMONS oN RevivaLS.—The demand for these remarkable 
discourses continues unabated. More than 20,000 have already been sold. Price for 
the three discourses, 24 cents, or $6 per hundred. 

Beside the above, the subscriber has a general assortment of Spiritual and Reform 
Publications, and whatever points to the Elevation of Humanity, independent of 
creeds, but recognizing Truth, come from whence it may. 


24—tf 8. T. MUNSON, No. 5. Great Jones street, New York. 
ee 
“Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.” 


THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE RUTLAND CONVENTION, 
Phonographically reported by Mr. J. M. W. Yerrinton, is just published. This is 
avery full report, in the reading of which the public will be able to gather how much 
of falsehood an4 misrepresentation has been promulgated and sent broadcast through 
out the land by the secular press, claiming to have a tender regard for, and to be insome 
sort the guardian of the public morals. This book contains about 200 pages, large oc 
tavo, and will be furnished at the very low price of 50 cents in paper, or 67 cents 
bound. The object not being to speculate, but to get the facts before the people, i 
has been concluded to make the price at the lowest possible figure. Orders sent to 
the undersigned will meet with prompt attention. Address 8. T. MUNSON, 
33tf 6 Great Jones St., New York 
creaa aaaea amaaa 
CIRCLES AT MUNSON’S ROOMS, DAY AND EVENING. 
The subscriber has engaged the services of the celebrated Test Medium, Mr. C. H 
Foster, of Salem, Mass. In place of the large public circles recently held on Tues 
day and Thursday evenings, it is thought best to Limit the number to about eight 
persons, at $1 each, as conditions are not apt to be as favorable in large promiscuous 
circles. The circles will be formed at 7 1-2 P. M. on the above evenings. For the 
day and evening circles for private investigation, besides Mr. Foster, other mediums 
of varied gifts are employed. Mediums will be in attendance from 9 AM tol PM 
and from 2 to 6 P M; also, on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday evenings 
from 71-2 to 10. 37 —tf S. T. MUNSON, 5 Great Jones St., New York. 


Medical Cards. 


MES. R. 8. GREENLAW, 

A Successful Independent Clairvoyant, from Maine, has taken rooms at No. 5 Hay- 
ward Place. She will examine and give medical remedies for chronic and all diseases 
arising from weakness, however complicated they may be. In 1843 Mrs. G. discov 
ered that she was a clairvoyant, and could'see to locate disease; and from that time 
she has employed clairvoyance and other kindred means for the relief of the sick with 
wonderful success. Prior to 1843, Mrs. G. administered vegetable remedies. We feel 
assured that, by the use of these various means, coupled with our mapy years’ expe 
rience, and the blessing of God, we can effect a cure if a cure can be effected. 62 


a aaŘŘaiaasssslaŘamaaaaaamsamsamammse 
AN ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. 
HEALING by laying on of hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has 


opened an Asylum for the Afflicted at No. 7 Davis street, Boston, where he 
is prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatment by the above process on 
moderate terms. 

- EF Patients desiring board should give notice in advance, that suitable arrange- 
ments may be made before their arrival. 

Those sending locks of hair to indicate their diseases, should enclose $1 for the 


examination, with a letter stamp to prepay their postage. Also, state leading symp 
toms, age and rex. 


Office hours from 9 to 12 A. M., and from 2 to 6 P. M. 
eee 
I. G. ATWOOD, ° 
MENTAL AND MAGNETIC PHYSICIAN, (LATE OF LOCKPORT, N. Y.,) 
Has taken rooms in the Saratoga Water-Cure, where patients desiring treatment by 
a well-developed Healing Medium of long experience, may expect to receive the kind- 
est attention and best treatment from him. 


Correct Clairvoyant Examinations, with directions for home treatment, $5. 
Saratoga SPRINGS, N. Y. 


A. C. STILES, M. D., INDEPENDENT CLAIRVOYANT, 
OFICE, NO. 196 MAIN ST., BBIDGEPORT, CT. 

A true diagnosis of the disease of the person is guaranteed, or no fee will be taken, 
Chronic diseases scientifically treated. Strict attention given to diseases of the Eye 
and Ear. Cancers removed, and cure warranted. The Electro Chemical Baths will 
be applied when necessary, for the removal of Poisonous minerals from the system. 
Persons from a distance can be accommodated with good board at a reasonable rate, 


near the Doctor’s office. Office hours from 8 o'clock, A. M. to 6 P. M. No patients 
received Sundays. 46—tf 


WM. E. RICE, CLAIRVOYANT MEDIUM AND PHYSICIAN, 
TERMS REDUCED! 

OFFICE No. * Davis Street, Boston, Mass. If sickness or distance prevent per 
sonal attendance, examination can be made from a lock of hair and a statement of the 
leading symptoms, age and sex. Terms, when the patient is Ipresent, $1; when ab- 
sent, $2. Electricity applied when required. 

W. E. R. will answer calls to lecture on Sundays, as 41—tr 
tN 

THE SICK ARE HEALED : 

WITHOUT MEDICINE. JAMES W. GREENWOOD, Healing and Developing 
Medium, Rooms No. 15 Tremont street, opposite the Museum. Office hours from. 
9 A. M. to5 P.M. Other hours he will visit the sick at their honses. 


Investigators will find a Test, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium at the above 
rooms. ` ‘ 


MES. C. L, NEWTON, HEALING MEDIUM, 
Has fully tested her powers, and will sit for the cure of diseases of a chro: 
by the laying on of hands. Acute pains instantly relieved. Chronic R 
Neuralgia, Chronic Spinal Diseases, Pains in the Bide, Disease of the Liver Ner 
Yous Prostration, Headache. &c. Terms for each sitting, $1.00. Will visit families 
if required. No. 26 West Dedham street. two doors from Washington street, Bos 


ton. 
6—tf 


nic nature, 
henmatism, 


N. C. LEWIS, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 
Uas taken the mansion No. 41 Tremont si 
for the afflicted, under the direction of 
hours 9 A M to 5 P M. 


N. B. Letters must be addressed to Dr. N. C. Lewis, as above, 


DE. JOHN SCOTT, MAGNETIC PHYSICIAN, 
NO. 16 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 


Dr. 8. cures Piles and Cancers without the use of the knife. ET All Rheumatic 
and Chronic Complaints treated with certainty. Hours from 9 A. M. to5 P.M 47 


®. Marsh's Catalogue. 


BELA MARSH, 
Wo. 14 Bromfield Street, Boston, 


Keeps constantly on hand, for sale at the Publishers’ prices, the Books named ia 
the following list of Spiritual works, together with many others suitable fr tle 
times. All new publications received as soon as issued, and the trade supplied at a 
liberal discount. Orders are respectfully solicited. 


How and Why I Became a Spiritualist. By W. A. Danskin, Baltimore. 
Price 38 cents. 


The Educator; a valuable late work, through John Murray Spear. 
A. E. Newton. “Price $2.00. 


Woodman’s Three Lecturesin reply to Dr. Dwight’s sermon on Bpiriteal 
ism. A New Edition—stercotyped. Price 20 cents. 

Mrs. Hatch’s Lecture on Faith, Hope, and Love. Price 15 cts. 

Mrs. Hatch’s Discourses, Vol. 1—31.00 

Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witcheraft and Miracle: By Allen Putnam 


Edited by 


Price 25 cents. 
A Beautiful Gift Book. The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers. Received 
chiefly through the Mediumship of Mrs J. 8. A s. 


By A. B. Chid, M. D.— _ 
“Cold, cold must be the heart that does not soften at the repeated coming and 
monud of angel footsteps.”"—Flora. In various bindings. Price 85 cents, $1, and 
$1.50. . 


Warren Chase’s New Book: “The Life Line of the Lone One 
or, Autobiography of the World’s Child.” Price $1.00. 

Mrs. Hatch’s Lecture at Newburyport. Price 15 cants. 

A Review of I. E. Dwinell’s Sermon against Spiritualism. By 
J. H. W. Toohey. Price 15 cents. 


The Psa. A compilation of Psalms, Hymns, Chants, &c., fprretien| 


s of Life. 
e Spiritua! ive, and Reformatory sentiments of the present age. 


John 8. Adams. Price 75 cents. 
The Harmoniad and Sacred Melodist, 160 pages. Price in boards 38 centa 
single ; $3.50 per doren. 
Modern Spiritualism, Its facts and fanaticisms, its consistencies and contra- 
dictions ; with an Appendix. By E. W. Capron. Price $1.00 


The Spirit Minstrel. By J. B. Packard and J. 8. Loveland. Price in paper 
covers, 25c ; in cloth backs, 38c. 


What’s o’clock? Modern Spiritual Manifestations. Are they in accordance with 
reaso n and past revelation? . Price 15 cents. 


The Magic Staff; An Autobiography of Andrew Jackson Davis. A new work 

nee „25. 

T lia; Being h nial to im estions Andrew 
BEE Lace gL Gomes steven to important gece by 

The Present Age and Inner Life, By A.J. Davis. Price $1. 

The Harmonial Man, By Andrew J. Davis. Price 30 cents. 

Nature’s Divine Revelations, &c. By Andrew J. Davis. Price $2.00. 


The Great Harmonia. By Andrew J. Davis. Vol. L, the Physician. Price 
1.00. Vol. IL, The Teacher. Price $1.00. Vol. IIL, The Beer. Price $1.00 
Vol. LV. The Reformer. Price $1.00. 


The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse, By A.J. Davis. 60c. 

Free Thoughts Concerning Religion. By A.J. Davis. Price l&c. 

The Philosophy of Special Providences, By A. J. Davis. Price 15 cents. 
The Approaching Crisis, By Andrew J. Davis. Price 50c. 

An Epic of the Starry Heaven. Thomas L. Harris. Price 75c- 

Lyric of the Morning Land, Thomas L. Harris. Price 75e. 

A Lyric of the Golden Age, Thomas L. Harris. Price $1.50. 

The Wisdom of Angels, By T. L. Harris. Price 75 cents. 

Hymns of Spiritual Devotion, By T. L. Harris. Price 40 cents. 

The Herald of Light, Monthly. By T. L. Harris. Price 15 cents. 

Epitome of Spiritual Intercourse, By Alfred Cridge. Price 38¢. 
Courtney's Review of Dr. Dodd's Theory. Prce 25 cents. 

New Testament “Miracles” and “Modern Miracles.” Price 30e. 

Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention. Price 15e. 
Spiritualism. By Edmonds and Dexter, in two vols. Price $1.25 each 

An Exposition of Views respecting the principal Facts, Causes and Pecaliarities 


oles in Spirit Manifestations. By Adin Ballou. Price in cloth, 15c; papes, 


The Religion of Manhood: By J. H. Robinson; with introduction by A. E 
Newton. Price in cloth, 75c ; in paper 50c. 


Spirit Intercourse, By Herman Snow. Price 60 cents 

The Seeress of Prevorst, Price 38c. 

Spirit Works Real but not Miraculous, By A. Putnam. Price 25e. 
The Birth of the Universe, By and through R. P. Ambler. Price 50c. 
Brittan and Richmond’s Discussion. Price $1.00. 


Discourses from the Spirit World. Dictated by Stephen Otin, through - 
Rey. R. P. Wilson, writing medium. Price 63c. 


Reichenbach’s Dynamics of Magnetism, Price $1.00. 
Pneumatology. By Stilling. Edited by Bev. George Bush. Price 15e. 
Celestial Telegraph, By L. A. Cahagnet. Price $1.00. 

Night Side of Nature. By Catharine Crowe. Price $1.25. 


The Healing of the Nations. Through Charles Linton, Medium, with an Im 
troduction and Appendix, by Gov. Tallmadge. Price $1.50. 


Tiffany’s Spiritualism Explained ; In Twelve Lectures. $1.00 
Natty, a Spirit; by Allen Putnam. 62 1-2c. 
The Ministry of Angels Realized; A Letter to the Edwards Congreganonal 
Soak Boson, By . and Mra. A. E. Newton. 15 cts.,singie; $1.25 a dosen, 
a buni . 


Answer to Charges of Belief in Modern Revelations, &c; giren beire 
the Edwards Congregational Church, Boston. By A. E. Newton. 10 cents. 


Prof. Hare’s Large Work; Experimental Investigations of the Spirit Mand. — 
estations, &c. Price $1.75. : 


Scenes in the Spirit World; by Hudson Tuttle. -Price 50 cents. 
Tiffany’s Monthly. $1.00 per annum. * 


A Letter to the Chestnut Street, Congregational Church, Chelsea, Mass. By John 
S. Adams. Price 15c. 


A Rivulet from the Ocean of Truth, An interesting narrative of the advance- 
ment of a spirit from darkness into light, By J. 8. Adams. 25c. 


Review of Rev. Charles Beecher. By John 8. Adams. Price 6 cents. 
Book for Skeptics, Price 25 cents. 


Familiar Spirits and Spiritual Manifestations. Dr. Encch Perd 
with a Reply by A. Bingham. Price 15c. atakiona AT 


The Philosophy of Creation, By Thomas Paine, through the hand of Horace 
G. Wood, Mainda. Price BeeT z poet 


Astounding Facts from 1 the Spirit World. By J. A. Gridley, Bouth- 
ce je 


rs 


ampton, Mass. Price 7 
Philosophy of the Spirit World. By Rev. Charies Hammond. 63e- 
Messages from the Superior State, Communicated by John Murray through 

M. Spear. Price 50c. 


John 
The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine, C. Hammond, Medimn. 75. 
Voices from the Spirit World. Isaac Post, Medium. Price 50c. 


Reply to the Rev. Dr. W. P. Lunt’s Discourse, By Miss E. R. Torrey, 
of Quincy, Mass. Price 15 cents. 

The Lily Wreath of Spiritual Communications; Throcgh Mrs. J. 
Adams, And others. 85 celts $1.50 and si none + 

The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers; Received through the mediumship è 
Mrs. J. 8. Adams, and others. “Prices as above. 


he Progressive Life of Spirits After Death. Price 15 cents. 


Atliscellancons. 


NEW DEVELOPMENTS. 

By the aid of a new perceptive power, I continue to give fram the handwriting de 
fcriptions of persons. First—their general appearance, parentage, the condition of 
their birth, and a general review of their past life. Second—their present condition 
both mental and physical, with directions for living to secure health and harmony 
Third—their character and qualifications, with directions for proper purses and jo- 
cations. Fourth—Miscellaneous matters relating to business, friends, marriage, losses, 
and all matters not clear to outside perception. 

Terms, for a full reading in all points, $3; for a reading on each separate point and 
matters in general, $1; postage prepaid, All letters should be addressed to HL L. 
Bowker, Natick, Mass. 

Those wishing to consult me personally, may do so on Saturday of each week, a 
Dr. Charies Main’s, No. 7 Davis street, Boston. . 

Persons sending written matter must avoid quotations and the dictation of other 
minds, to secure a correct reading. Personal oral readings $1. 

Natick, Mass., Nov. 13th, 1858. _ 48 EL L. BOWKER. 


caaeaae aaaea 
THE PREMATURE DECAY OF YOUTH s 

JUST PUBLISHED BY DR. STONE, Physician to the Troy Lang and Hygien’e 
Institute, a Treatise on the Early Decay of American Youth; the vice of Self Abase 
and its direful consequences; Seminal Weakness, and other Diseases of the Sexual 
Organs in both Male and Female. 

The above work, containing the most tnrilling incidents in the practice of the an- 
thor, has received the highest commendation from the leading papers of the Union, as 
one of the most able ever published on the subject of such vital interest. It will be 
sent by mailina sealed envelope toany part of the country, free of charge, on re- 
Ceipt of two stamps for postage. 

Address DRE. ANDREW STONE, 
Physician to the Troy Lung and Hygienic Institate, and Physician for Diseases of 
the Heart, Throat and Lungs, 96 Fifth street, Troy, N. Y. 
_ ee 
- ' THE HARMONIAL MAGNETS; 

For the cure of disease of the Throat, Lungs and visceral organs, upon new and 
scientific principles; by Hcmpurey T. Packer, M. D., Harmonial Physician of ff- 
teen years’ practice. 

Call and see them at his office in Wood’s Block, nearly opposite the Irving Ho use 
Cambridgeport, from 10 o’clock, A. M., till 4, and from 6 till9 P. M. 

N.B. The Dr. has now but one office, where he may be found, as abore.  45~tf 
— eee" 
SPIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND MESMERIO PRESCRIPTIONS, 

CAREFULLY prepared by OCTAVIUS KIN G, Botanic Apothecary, 654 Wash a 
ington street, under Pine Street Church, Boston. : 

All of Mrs. Mettler’s Medicines for sale as above. ef 
ee) 

FOUNTAIN 2OUBE. 

A home for Spiritualists, Temperance men and women, and for all others who wish 
for quiet, order and comfort. This house is now under the management of the sab- 
scriber, who will always be at his post ready to attend to the wants of those who may 
favor him with a call, at the corner of Harrison Avenue and Beach street. 


30 tf E. V. WILSON, Manager for the Proprietor. 
DR. AMMI BROWN, DENTAL BURGEON, 
241-2 WINTER STREET, BALLOU’S BUILDING, 
ET Patients Péychologixed or Entranced, and operations performed without pain. 


A. B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST, 
NO. 15 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 


SUFFOLK DYE HOUSE, 
COBNER OF OOURT AND HOWARD STREETS BOSTON. — 


a 
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